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DRIVE CAREFULLY — That's the message to Israeli motorists who are 
notorious for aggressive driving. Tel Aviv artist Avi Nahmias was 
effective, it is hoped, in using Princess Diana's tragedy to get across the 
message Israel needs.

UNUSUAL, YES; BUT LESS AND LESS — Services that are unusual are 
becoming more prominent these days; and this one is the 51st annual at 
Cathedral of the Pines by members of Rabbi Wesley Odell's Temple Israel of 
Dover, N.H. He was assisted by Cantor Betsey Peters-Epstein of Temple 
Emanuel, Worcester, Mass. Rabbi Seth Bernstein and Cantor Wendy 
Autenrieth, both of Temple Sinai of Worcester, assisted. The annual service 
attracts several thousand people.

With or without Netanyahu, 
GA will be a grand event

By ED STATTMANN
The presence or absence of one man — even if he heads the 

government of Israel — is not enough to make or break the 
66th General Assembly of the Council of Jewish Federations, 
which begins Nov. 14 in Indianapolis. So says Alice Berkowitz, 
who knows these things. L-. ’ ' ■' > ’

the GA and a representative of 
the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Indianapolis. There 
will be so much going on at 
once at the GA that even 20 
people assigned to keep tabs 
on it will be unable to cover 
everything, she says.

As for Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu, "He still 
hasn't canceled," despite ru
mors to the contrary, she said 
as this issue of the P-O was 
ready to go to press. "He still 
has 100 rooms reserved and 
has sent security to check out 
everything. He still hasn't can
celed."

She said she believed if the 
Ne'eman Committee in Israel 
managed to find a compromise 
proposal that has a good
chance of adoption by Israel's Knesset, Netanyahu would cer
tainly come to Indianapolis — in fact, "he's going to come like 
a shot." The Ne'eman Committee is a panel appointed to ex
plore the possibilities of compromise between Israel's power
ful Orthodox establishment and Americans in the Reform and 
Conservative movement. The Diaspora groups want more offi
cial recognition in Israel and no laws discriminatory against 
their rabbis and adherents.

The Ne'eman Committee was formed on the advice of Israel's 
President Ezer Weizman, who persuaded to seek compromise 
and to hold back from their plans of suing the Israel govern
ment.

Berkowitz said the Israelis might be a little worried that if 
Netanyahu comes to Indianapolis he might not receive a gra
cious welcome, ' but I think people will welcome him recog
nizing the dignity of his position as prime minister."

Jews have survived other divisions in the past 5,000 years, 
after all, she said.

Berkowitz said she expects good attendance locally as well 
as from around the country. Counting only the volunteers, there 
will be nearly 1,000 people at the GA. Many more people will 
come from out of town. Besides the local volunteers, some will 
be coming from out of town, even from out cf state. The rela
tively small city of Dayton, Ohio, is sending two busloads of 
volunteers, Berkowitz said.

Housing is the only major problem, so far, she said. "We've 
run out of hotels. We're putting people as far away as Plainfield" 
to the west of the city, she said.

She said the G A will feed nearly 700 at a Friday night dinner 
and more than 1,000 at a luncheon the next day.

The numbers certainly will be more than at last year's GA in 
Continued on page NAT 9
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I Heard it on Tuesday

Peter Weisz gets 50-year record; a gold one
By Gisela Weisz 
TEL: 255 5019 
FAX: 255 1660 
INTERNET/E-MAIL: 
gizi@iquest.net 
Web Page = http://

www.iquest.net/~gizi
BIRTHDAY: On Oct. 25 a 

friendly dinner was rendered 
in a private entertainment 
room for two families to get 
acquainted and to congratu

late the host, Peter, and his fi
ancee, Dr. Alla Nikitina. Alla 
gave a beautiful and touching 
toast to Peter, on the occasion 
of his 50th birthday. She said 
she was happy they had met 
and that she may find joy in 
her fiance's personality, sensi
tivity and care.

On the humorous side, Shy 
Kuperstein lauded a long list 
of Peter's attributes — with 
slight exaggeration. He pre
sented the written words of 
his wife, Elana, saying about 
the birthday person, that — if 
there is a song to be written, 
or someone's computer disen
tangled, or a fund-raiser to be 
held for the Hebrew Academy, 
or a party to be organized, or 
a music performance ren

dered, or a speech to pre
sented, or a play to be written, 
or a caricature done, or a 
poster designed or similar 
tasks have to be done — just 
ask Peter and he will do it!

Peter thanked the well- 
wishers in English and newly 
acquired halting, but under
standable Russian language. 
Present on this happy birth
day were Peter's three chil
dren, Sandor, Lillian and 
Oliver Weisz — who pre
sented their father with a gold 
record — framed and deco

rated with a huge red ribbon 
— and bearing 10 songs that 
Peter composed.

In addition to Peter's fian
cee, Dr. Nikitina, there were 
her son, Maxim Kalinko, as 
well as Jacob Aizic, Sylvia and 
Mike Blain, Svetlana and Fred 
Bruns and their children; Zina 
and Iona Bricker, Angela and 
Ilya Grabovsky and their chil
dren, Simona and Hart Has
ten, Miki Jacobs, Elana and 
Isaiah Kuperstein, Adam 
Kuperstein, Shana Korolev, 
Hana Korolev, Tamara and

Vladimir Nikitin, Tamara 
Seminova, Julie Tzucker, 
Maria and Edward Vyshko; 
Sandy Weisz and Miki Jacobs 
of Evanston, 111; Gabor 
Varkonyi and Jasmin Ruiz; 
Lillian Weisz of Ann Arbor, 
Mich.; Oliver Weisz of Chi
cago and Gisela and Zoltan 
Weisz.

GET READY FOR POWER 
HANUKKAH SHOPPING: 

Continued on page 5
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Sandor, Lillian and Oliver Weisz after the presenting the Gold 
Record to their father, Peter Weisz, on his birthday.
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Heartland Film Festival* Presents

Watt Disney Pictures 
The Little Mermaid
Hilbert Circle Theatre

There's nothing like seeing The 
Little Mermaid on the big 
screen, and Indianapolis will get 
the first chance in the nation 
because Disney is re-releasing 
this critically-acclaimed master
piece! And it's going to be a 
party!

9am- 

10am- 

11am- 

Noon- 

1pm-

See Sebastian... watch a perfor- 2pm- 
mance of the award-winning 
song performed by Jodi Benson, 3pm 
the voice of Ariel... and share 4Pm 
the magic of the story and the 
evening.

Thursday, Novemier 6, 7:00pm

The Unit Menu a id 
Premiere Ticket adults $10.

CHILDREN UNDER 12 $ 5.

Tickets to Tm Lime Menu aid 
Premiere are also avararu ry
CALUNO TlCKETMASTER AT
317-239-5151.

WED

4 pm- 

5pm- 

6 pm- 

7pm- 

8pm 

9pm 

10pm 

11pm

THURS

IHf LITTU MtRHAiD

JSX&C

FRIDAY

iHEaumtfl

4Apple

Sss
SATURDAY

MB
WSHUPON A

M^oVor.,co,wiVL,‘?sjuc4H6(‘.or«w:
All events take place at 
United Artists Theatre- 
Circle Centre unless noted

TICKEES 317-236-6534 
INFORMATION 317-624-4636 code 8900

mailto:gizi@iquest.net
http://www.iquest.net/~gizi


Death penalty topic 
for study lunch

Norman Lefstein, dean 
and professor of law at Indi
ana University School of Law- 
Indianapolis, will moderate a 
discussion on capital punish
ment as part of Congregation 
Beth-El Zedeck's downtown 
lunch and study group on 
Tuesday, Nov. 11, from noon 
to 1:30 p.m. at Christ Church 
Cathedral, 125 Monument 
Circle.

Lefstein will comment on 
the selection of cases for capi
tal punishment and on how 
those cases are prosecuted 
and defended. He will also 
talk about administration of 
the death penalty by the state 
of Indiana, in the federal sys
tem and elsewhere.

Rabbis Dennis and Sandy 
Sasso of Congregation Beth-El 
Zedeck will host the program 
and discuss the Jewish per
spective on the death penalty.

Lefstein served as director 
of the Public Defender Service 
for the District of Columbia 
and as an assistant United 
States attorney in that district. 
He has taught at the Univer
sity of North Carolina School 
of Law at Chapel Hill, N.C.

Since 1988 he has served as 
dean at Indiana University 
School of Law-Indianapolis. 
He chairs the Indiana Public 
Defender Commission and 
serves as chief counsel for its 
subcommittee on federal 
death penalty cases.

This program is part of a 
monthly downtown lunch 
and discussion on relevant 
and compelling issues in con
temporary Jewish life. Future 
dates and topics are as fol
lows:

Dec. 9, Hanukkah Without 
Bubbe Meisas; Jan. 13, Race 
Relations; Feb. 10, Taming the 
Consumerist Urge: Shabbat 
and Business Ethics; March 
10: Sound Smart at Your Pass- 
over Seder: An Early Look 
Into the Haggadah; May 12: 
Jews and Christians in Dia
logue.

All sessions are public and 
will be held at Christ Church 
Cathedral on the Circle. The 
cost of $6 per session per per
son includes a dairy lunch. 
For more information or to 
make a reservation, contact 
the synagogue office at 253- 
3441.

Subscribe To 
The Post & Opinion

Collector’s 
hoice Sale

National Council of Jewish Women

2nd Annual Sale
of new and gently used 

merchandise
UNBELIEVABLE 

BARGAINS
♦ Designer & finer clothing 

♦ Collectibles
♦ Furs, jewelry and accessories

Saturday, Nov. 8, 6-10 pm 
Sunday, Nov. 9,10 am-6 pm 

Monday, Nov. 10,10 am-6 pm 
$3 ADMISSION SATURDAY 

$1 ADMISSION SUN. & MON. 
Agriculture Building 

Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis, IN 
Collector's Choice supports community service projects 

of Indianapolis Section NC)W 
MasterCard and Visa accepted________
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Interfaith commission coming to an end

Rabbi Dennis C. Sasso, 
president of the Indiana Inter
religious Commission on Hu
man Equality (IICHE) an
nounced Friday, Oct. 31, that 
the Commission will close on 
Dec. 31.

The Indiana Interreligious 
Commission on Human 
Equality is a statewide orga
nization of representatives 
from the Jewish, Protestant, 
Roman Catholic, Muslim, 
Baha'i, Hindu and Unitarian 
Universalist faiths working to

promote racial and social jus
tice, interreligious dialogue 
and the value of diversity 
throughout the state of Indi
ana and was created in 1969.

Sasso said the need and 
demand for IICHE's pro
grams has increased, but the 
funding has slipped too low 
to continue.

A Visioning and Futures 
Task Force chaired by the Rev. 
Edward Weisheimer, regional 
minister for the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in

Indiana, will explore means to 
continue IICHE's work of in
terreligious dialogue and hu
man equality in Indiana.

The Commission was es
tablished in 1969 as the re
sponse of the Hoosier reli
gious community to the 7968 
National Advisory Commission 
on Civil Disorders (the "Kemer 
Commission"), which found 
that the United States "is mov
ing towards two societies, one 
black, one white — separate

Continued on next page

SOMETIMES BEING LOW IS THE WORST.

SOMETIMES IT’S THE BEST.
Who says being low can’t have its thrills? Take our Great Rate Home 

Equity Loans. The rates are so low, you just might clutch the person next to you 
and scroam for joy. You can use the equity in your home for anything at all-

home improvements, a new car, even college expenses. There are 
no points, no closing costs and no apphcation fees. The interest 
could even he tax deductible.

Your Great Rate can even be lower when you choose 
automatic payments from an NBD checking account. So visit any 
branch or call toll-free 1-800-433-8248 to apply.
The right loan, the right rate - at NBD, that’s not 
a tail order at all.

©1997 NBD Bank. Member FDIC
&
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Critic s Corner

The circus as an art form
By CHARLES EPSTEIN 

Clowes Memorial Hall 
hosted a unique presentation, 
Cirque Ingenieux.

Upon entering the audito
rium you are surrounded by

sound. Many speakers are 
spread throughout the house. 
Before arriving at your seat 
you hear horses clopping, 
strenuously pulling heavy cir
cus wagons, the crunch of 
pebbles on a road, the roar of 
jungle animals, and elephants 
trumpeting. You actually feel 
yourself dodging these realis
tic sounds.

When the curtain goes up 
you are transported to the 
turn of the century to witness

a circus in progress. The first 
act consists of five scenes. Af
ter the intermission four 
scenes appear in the second 
act. There are many, many ex
cellent circus acts filling every 
scene. It is like a spectacular 
Ed Sullivan Show without Ed 
Sullivan.

The audience reaction 
throughout was that of utter 
amazement.

Cirque Ingenieux had little 
dialogue (if any) and strung 
its circus acts together with a 
plot line so thin it would not 
cast a shadow. I personally 
saw absolutely no need of any 
plot and would have enjoyed 
the performance of one circus 
act after another without the 
flimsy "plot" of a little girl 
wanting to join a circus. The 
outstanding qualities of this 
show were the incredible cir
cus acts. The costuming was 
exquisite. The lighting was 
unusual. And the music deaf
ening. In fact, at times the per
formers could not hear their

applause over the high vol
ume modern music.

This "theatrical fair" was 
not for the traditional theater 
goer. Even though the audi
ence was awestruck from the 
technical aspects plus the su
perb performances, this offer
ing was completely different 
from anything I have seen pre
viously. To be honest, this was 
the strangest show I have ever 
seen. It was a technical mar
vel with many moments of 
ballet and magic. With this 
hodge-podge of elements, a 
plot line is superfluous. Bring 
on these magnificent perform
ers one after another and for
ge! the "story."

We were shown many 
wonderful feats of strength 
and dexterity, from the tra
peze artists and contortionists 
to the jugglers and moving 
statues featuring two of the 
strongest men I have ever 
seen. Their slow motion 
power and agility was mind- 
blowing.

. It's the
fastest way to

Connect from any Midwest city with EL ALs exclusive nonstop 
service every Monday and Wednesday from Chicago to Israel. 

Enjoy the comfort of our state-of-the-art 747-400 Jumbo, 
featuring a TV monitor and choice of movies at every seat. 

And best of all, no changing planes in Europe early 
in the morning. Sweet dreams. Call your travel agent 

or EL AL at 1-800-223-6700.

ISRAEL
NO ONE BELONGS HERE MORE THAN YOU

ELZI4Mj7A£2r
It's not just an airline. It's Israel.

http://www.elal.com

The Broadway Classic Se
ries will continue with State 
Fair starring John Davidson, 
Nov. 25-30. This stage musical 
includes such memorable 
songs as "It's A Grand Night 
For Singing," "Our State Fair," 
and "It Might As Well Be 
Spring" which won the 1945 
Academy Award for Best 
Song.

GALA PARTY 
If you did not attend 

Raleigh's Dinner Theatre's 
third anniversary party you 
missed a prestigious event. 
The food was wonderful and

the entertainment superb. 
Blaine Jarrett, Jim Herre, and 
Jacque Wagaman sang up a 
storm. They were joined by 
Emily Robison and the co
quettish Vonda Furhman who 
introduced her new tipsy act. 
The seasonal stage decor was 
tastefully created by Blaine 
Jarrett and was quite effective.

Raleigh's current presenta
tion is Singin' & Swingin,' a 
1940s musical revue that will 
keep your toes tapping to the 
extraordinary beats of yester
year. .

Looking backward
By GISELA WEISZ

TWENTY FIVE YEARS 
AGO: Libby Fogle was star
ring in another production of 
Footlite Musicals. She had the 
role of Fairy Godmother in 
"Cinderella."

TEN YEARS AGO: Davie 
Wiener and Jan Yosha were

Commission
Continued from prev. page 

and unequal."
IICHE is the only statewide 

agency in Indiana bringing 
together representatives from

winners of the recent Mixed 
Couples Golf Tournament at 
the Broadmoor Country Club. 
Filling out the top five places, 
in order, were Bob and Nancy 
Malbin, Mason Goodman and 
Dale Friedlander, Tom and 
June Herman and Alan Klein 
and Ann Timberman.

the state's major faith tradi
tions to address issues on ra
cial equality and interfaith 
understanding.

Time isn’t 
always money.

When your 
loved one stays 
for 3 months, 

receive another 
30 days free.*

ManorCare Health Services 
knows placing a loved one in a nursing 
facility can be emotionally and 
financially difficult. In this time of 
difficult choices and tough decisions, 
we’d like to offer you support.

Now your loved one can receive 
an additional 30 days free when he or she resides at out 
ManorCare North location for three months. While your loved 
one is receiving excellent nursing care and rehabilitation, 
ManorCare North is pleased to share the expense and help ease 
the burden of your caregiving respon- 
sibilities.

To take advantage of this special IVIelllOrGBTti 
offer, please call us at (317) 872-4051. Health Services

8350 Naab Road, Indianapolis, IN 46260 
'Offer valid at Naab Road location only through 11/30/97

http://www.elal.com
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Obituaries

Paul J. Sicanoff, 73, co-owned 500 Club
Paul J. Sicanoff, 73, a noted 

entrepreneur who formerly 
lived in Indianapolis, died 
Sunday, Oct. 26, at his home 
in Los Angeles.

Mr. Sicanoff co-owned the 
500 Club in the late 1950s and 
early 1960s. The 500 club in 
the old Essex Hotel was a fa
vorite gathering place for 
drivers, mechanics, owners 
and media every May — "race 
month" for the city. The co
owner was "Voice of the 500" 
announcer Sid Collins.

A native of Bryan, Ohio, 
Mr. Sicanoff also had owned 
various other businesses in 
and around Indianapolis, in
cluding a candy store, a 
Chrysler dealership, a hide 
and tallow business and a soy
bean processing plant.

He was a 1941 graduate of 
Shortridge High School. He 
served in the Air Force from 
1941 until 1946. His World 
War II tours of duty included 
assignments in India and 
China.

In the 1960s, Mr. Sicanoff 
moved to Los Angeles, where 
he and his brother developed 
a wig import business and 
later a medical management 
business in which he was ac-

Paul J. Sicanoff

live until his death.
Survivors include his 

brother, Walton Sicanoff of 
Redondo Beach, Calif.; a niece, 
Linda F. Cohen of Indianapo
lis and four nephews, Steve, 
Mark and Gary Sicanoff in 
California and Larry N. 
Cohen of Indianapolis.

Mr. Sicanoff was buried in 
California. Memorial contri
butions may be made to the 
American Heart Association, 
the Indianapolis Hebrew Con
gregation Cantor's Discretion
ary Fund or the donor's favor
ite charity.

S'io/lAAt
1601 North Capitol Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202

923-8887
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On Nov. 23 the Beth-El 
Temple's "Hanukaffair and 
Bazaar" will be held. Raffle, 
kid's activities, bake sale, pot
tery, gift shop items and many 
more will be available for 
young and old.

IN ERETZ: Ruby Schahet 
has returned from a trip to 
Paris and Israel, where she 
visited friends and relatives.

ONCE UPON A TIME 
WAS A HAD ASS AH: The title 
of a newly published book is: 
"It Takes a Dream; The Story 
of Hadassah." Marlin Levin, 
the author of "Balm in Gilead" 
is the writer. The volume can 
be ordered right now, before

it will be available in the book 
stores, 1-800-880-9455.

CONGRATULATIONS to 
Martha Hayman, whose new 
name is now Martha Hayman 
Bell.

KAHN MARKETPLACE 
in Carmel was the scene for a 
successful National Council of 
Jewish Women's meeting on 
Sept. 25. Members and their 
guests had ample opportunity 
to sample the rich array of 
wines and cheeses. Outstand
ing wine expert Joe Husar 
conducted a "mini seminar" 
in wine tasting. He offered the 
most satisfactory combination

of wine and the selection of 
the most appropriate cheese to 
complement the selected 
wine.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 97: 
At the Indianapolis Conven
tion Center, Nov. 14,-19 will be 
the General Assembly. The 
Assembly needs volunteers. 
Call Jewish Federation at 637- 
2473 to offer help and/or at
tend the world's largest Jew
ish National Convention.

NEW ABODE: Dr. Caryn 
Vogel and her husband, Rick 
Bentley, with their children, 
are in their new Indianapolis 
home, at 520 West 63d St.

Samuel Lovinger, 87, 
managed warehouse

Samuel Lovinger, 87, who 
managed the warehouse for 
Capital Paper Co. for 50 years, 
died Saturday, Oct. 25.

Mr. Lovinger retired from 
Capital Paper in 1962 and 
worked from 1981 onward for 
Sweet Things.

He was a member of Con
gregation Beth-El Zedeck and 
its men's club and of Ohev 
Zedeck Cemetery Association.

He was the widower of 
Julia Alpert Lovinger.

Survivors include a son, 
Howard J. Lovinger; a daugh
ter, Mrs. Penni E. Brodey, and 
six granddaughters.

Services were Tuesday, Oct. 
28, at Aaron-Ruben-Nelson 
Meridian Hills Mortuary, 
Rabbi Dennis Sasso officiat
ing.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Congregation 
Beth-El Zedeck.

HOLIDAY SHOPPING 
MADE EASY

i;r^Er^i?i
6450 W. Touhy Ave. 

Niles, III 60714

$150.00 Whirlpool Suite
+ tax 2ppl/1 night

$99.00 King Room
+ tax 2 ppl/1 night

Transportation provided to Old 
Orchard Shopping Mall, Membership 
in the 5-Star Club offering Discounts 

at over 20 stores. Dinner Cert, for 
Maggiano’s Rest. & Continental 

Breakfast.

Call 1-847-647-7700

SAPPER & ASSOCIATES
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Mickael S. Sapper, CPA
Comprehensive Tax and Accounting Services 

Full Service Computer Consulting 
Complete Payroll Thx Service 

5359 West 86th Street Indianapolis IN 46268 Phoue 317-875-3313

To
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Voted Best Oriental Meal
People's Choice Restaurant Awards

fyf&UDDfN
f |TVHun.n

5 V ■ a Mint
Hunan, Szechuan 

S Mandarin Restaurant

The subdued atmosphere and extraordinary Chinese 
Cuisine makes Forbidden City number one in India
napolis! Forbidden City features the finest Hunan- 
Szechuan and traditional dishes prepared by master 
chefs with authentic flair!

Announcing 30 Lunch Specials
All include: Choice of three soups, egg roll, 
steamed or fried rice, added entree.

We do Chinese catering for your special occasions — 

on or off premises!
Dinner Entrees priced $5.95 to $12.95 

Served till 10 p.m. Sun. - Thurs. • Tilt 11 p.m. Fri. and Sat. 
Everyday Luncheon Special — $3.95 to $4.95 

Cocktails Available
Glenlake Plaza
next to Kroger
Regular dining, dosed Mon.
Major Credit Cards 
65th St. at Keystone 
317 257-7388
Express
Dining, Carry-out and 
Drive-thru
Cash only. Closed Sun.
3617 W. 86th St.
317 872-2888
Clearwater Crossing
Dining & Buffet 
Major Credit Cards 
Open 7 days 
3938 E. 82nd St.
317 845-8989
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What does it tale to be a good human being and a good Jew?

Touro College was founded in 1971 to help a new generation of college students seek 
answers to these perennial and penetrating questions.

Touro’s founders shared a vision then, about human and Jewish excellence, which 
they sought to convey to that pioneering entering class in 1971. And this very same 
vision continues to animate the Colleges work and dreams, almost three decades 
later.

To be a good Jew means to study, and reflect upon, the great classics of the Jewish 
tradition. It means to treasure the Jewish heritage, and be committed to its furtherance 
and reach. It means to be committed to enriching and intensifying Jewish life around 
the world in the United States, Israel and abroad.

These values are central to Touro’s ethos as an institution. Its College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences and Graduate School of Jewish Studies requites study of classical Jewish 
texts, and seeks thereby to inspire students to deepen their own Jewish identities and 
to build Jewish learning, community, and continuity around the world.

Can any Jewish venture be more important? The Jewish people has flourished for 
thousands of years. We have survived the destruction of our homeland, exile upon 
exile, and we arose from the smoke of the Holocaust to rebuild Israel.

Yet the Jewish people in the Diaspora stands at the portals of another kind of tragedy, 
the tragedy of assimilation and the crumbling of Jewish identity. Unless we deepen 
the Jewish identities of our youth, unless our college students become catalysts for 
Jewish renewal, then the Jewish heritage, too, will rise in smoke. But this time, it will 
be the smoke of our own indifference.

We believe that Israel is crucial to this reinvigoration of Jewish life. Some two thou
sand year ago, the tortured years of Jewish exile in Egypt were resolved only in the 
land of Israel. So too, now, the spiritual and cultural wanderings of the Jewish people 
can be best resolved by experiencing our own spiritual and cultural homeland, the 
modern State of Israel.

For all these reasons, Touro was one of the first colleges in the United States to en
courage its students to spend a year abroad in Israel. Now, dose to 1000 students are 
enrolled in Touro’s programs in Israel. Touro also is building two major campuses, one

in the heart of Jerusalem for Israeli students, and one in Rannana for Jews from 
around the world.

Touro Yeshurun: for Israeli students

Jerusalem is the academic and cultural heart of Israel. It is here that Touro launched a 
series of programs to bring the best of American models of higher education and 
academic values to Israel, thereby strengthening Israel’s role as an economic and Jew
ish cultural power. These programs bring to Zion the rich tradition of American aca
demic excellence and the spirit of cooperative understanding.

The College will soon break ground on a new facility, Touro Yeshurun, located on 
King George Street in the heart of Jerusalem. Designed by Ada Karmi, Israel’s award
winning architect, this beautiful new campus will consolidate and house all of Touro’s 
Jerusalem-based programs for Israeli students.

American International University In Israel: for Diaspora students

The plan to develop an American International University in Israel to promote Jewish 
identity is an idea whose time has come in the battle to maintain the identity and 
allegiance of our youth.

The University will be a 4-year, fully accredited college program taught in English 
with a fell American-style campus complete with sports facilities that can attract sub
stantial numbers of students from the United States and the diaspora.

Of course, there are many innovative programs to promote Jewish identity and com
bat assimilation. But few, if any, are geared to the college years which are the last 
structured educational experiences of adolescence.

Those who attend the new University — whether for one, two or four years — will 
return home with a greatly enhanced sense of who they are as Jews. They will not 
only be carriers, but transmitters of our great tradition, helping to insure Jewish con
tinuity.

Hillel concluded his teaching with the following exhortation: "If not now when?” 
Much remains to be done to insure a flourishing future. If we don’t act decisively now, 
the future may slip from our grasp.

COLLEGETOURO
Touro welcomes inquiries and support from potential faculty, students and commu
nal leadership. For further hformation please call: 212-643-0700, Fax: 212-643- 
0759 Or write to: Touro, 350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1700, New York, NY 10118.



EpfrorsTSS
No one living has attended as many G. A.s as 

this writer, whose history goes back to Sidney 
Hollander and Stanley Meyers as presiding over 
the G.A. convention in those days so long ago. 
Only one other person has attended as many and 
he has gone to his reward. He was Lewis 
Weinstein of Boston, who was a past president 
of the G.A. and put his appearance year after 
year until he went to his final reward several 
years ago.

Over the years we learned to respect the Jew
ish leadership, an admiration that has never left 
us. The devotion of so many Jewish leaders to 
Jewish causes was remarkable to behold, even 
though as we reported on the sparse attendance 
at the Sabbath services at the conventions almost 
as if they were being boycotted then by these 
same devoted servants of the American Jewish 
community.

One aspect of the GA doesn't seem to have 
been noted, even though we've called attention 
to it — they are like college homecomings. The 
federation directors and the Jewish leaders who 
get together on other occasions when their own 
agencies convene all attend the GA, so there is 
that convivial spirit of meeting and greeting old 
friends. Then as far as the laypeople, to them 
also it's like a college reunion, for they do get to 
see each other at the conventions of their own 
organizations but now everybody is in one large 
gathering for four days or so and the kissing that 
goes on between friends of the opposite sex and 
the hearty greetings of the same sex tells you of 
the cross leadership camaraaerie in American 
Jewish life.

There is one subject that will not be discussed 
at the General Assembly in Indianapolis next 
week and it is the most pressing in the national 
Jewish community.

Some 15 years ago the G.A. turned to a na
tional social science agency to seek a solution to 
the competition and cross purposes of our three 
national Jewish organizations. The goal was to 
secure some some order in the competition be
tween the American Jewish Committee, the 
American Jewish Congress and the B'nai B'rith- 
ADL.

What the findings of the Mclver Report re
vealed now is hardly the time to discuss, but 
that episode did show that when a need arose, 
the Council of Jewish Federations could take 
action.

Now there is that need again, and it has noth
ing to do with the three national Jewish organi
zations of the initial Mclver investigation. The 
need now is for the G.A. to undertake the re
sponsibility for which it is endowed as the one 
obvious national Jewish body of significance 
with no possible connection with any private 
goals other than the welfare of the American 
Jewish community.

The Mclver Report showed that when nec
essary the G.A. could act.

Now it is necessary to act in another area — 
supervision of fundraising that goes on un
checked in the American Jewish community, 
some of it clearly transgressing ethical bounds.

The Jewish National Fund incident is one 
example, and it required two Texas Jewish lead
ers to unveil a situation there that needs no re
calling here.

The Council of Jewish Federations has a natu
ral setup that can bring order into what is hap
pening in fundraising in the American Jewish 
community — its Community Relations Advi
sory Council, one in each local federation, which 
has the obligation to watch over actions that do 
harm to the Jewish community and to foster 
good relations with the community at large at 
the same time.

Yet it seems that in the past year or so, the 
strengths of the CRCs have been eviscerated 
when they, like the GA, represent the entire 
Jewish community and have the same level 
of democratic responsibility to the Jewish com
munity as the CJF.

The CRCs should be strengthened. They have 
an important role to play and they are demo
cratic to an extent which is hardly true of even 
the CJF where the big givers inevitably domi
nate. Plus in the short several decades since the 
CRCs were organized they have already dem
onstrated their effectiveness and importance.

Give the CRCs jhe question of unequal treat
ment of the non-Orthodox in Israel and watch 
how quickly a solution will be forthcoming.

Give the CRCs the problem of some of the 
dishonorable fundraising from the non-Jewish 
community which at least one national Jewish 
organization practices and see how quickly that 
situation would evanesce.

In the federations, it is inevitable that the 
power of the large givers asserts itself and can 
and does dominate. In the CRCs that situation 
does not exist since the CRCs are made up of 
representatives of every local organization and 

Continued on next page

How To Kill A Business In Ten Easy Steps

1. Don't advertise. Just pretend every
body knows what you have to offer.
2. Don’t advertise. Tell yourself you 
just don’t have the time to spend 
thinking about promoting your busi
ness.
3. Don't advertise. Just assume 
everybody knows what you sell.
4. Don’t advertise. Convince yourself 
that you’ve been in business so long 
customers will automatically come to 
you.
5. Don’t advertise. Forget that there 
are new potential customers who 
would do business with you if they 
were urged to do so.

6. Don’t advertise. Forget that you 
have competition trying to attract your 
customers away from you.
7. Don’t advertise. Tell yourself it 
costs too much to advertise and that 
you don’t get enough out of it.
8. Don’t advertise. Overlook the fact 
that advertising is an investment in 
selling — not an expense.
9. Don’t advertise. Be sure not pro
vide an adequate advertising budget 
for business.
10. Don’t advertise. Forget that you 
have to keep reminding your estab
lished customers that you appreciate 
their business.

You decide... it's your business in good times or bad.

Iewish Post & Opinion 
A good substitute

As late as Monday, Nov. 3, the masterminds of the 
General Assembly of the Council of Jewish Federations 
in Indianapolis were still listing President Clinton as a 
possible speaker, as also Prime Minister Netanyahu.

In our issue of Oct. 29, we reported that Mr. 
Netanyahu had stated that because of the situation in 
Israel he would not be able to fulfill this engagement.

We are not writing this piece to criticize the G.A. 
officials but for another reason — to make a sugges
tion. We believe Kirk Douglas would be happy to make 
an appearance at the G.A. and if someone were to call. 
him when they read this he probably would catch a 
plane for Indianapolis, even if he were in the midst 
of making a new movie.

As for President Clinton's appearance, he is listed 
only as "possible" and has already stated he would 
not be appearing in the G.A. If there were concern from 
a political standpoint, as in the case of a recent Black 
convention, the President would probably have wel
comed the opportunity to address the leadership of 
the American Jewish community. But he has the Jew
ish vote in his pocket and everyone knows that.

Boxer All no Israel foe, 
insists Ze’ev Chafets

JERUSALEM — Ze'ev Chafets of The Jerusalem Report went 
to bat for Muhammad All when Moshe Peled, deputy minister 
of education, claimed that Ali knew in advance of the plot to 
blow up the World Trade Center in New York.

Peled took after the former world boxing champ when the 
Institute for the Study of Peace at Kibbutz Givat Havivah 
awarded its annual Peace and Tolerance Prize to Ali, which drew 
Peled's ire.

"I am amazed," he said "by Givat Havivah's unfortunate 
decision. I remember Ali's awful days, when his brain was still 
clear and his mouth produced pearls of hatred of Israel and world 
Jewry." He called on Givat Havivah to rescind the award.

Chafets responded that he followed Ali's career since the 1960 
Olympics as a sport fan. "I have had a special interest in Ali's 
attitude toward the Chosen People ever since his conversion to 
Islam in the mid-60s. In all that time I don't remember a single 
word or gesture of Ali's that could be construed by a reasonable 
man, or even Deputy Minister of Education Peled, as hatred for 
Jews or Israel."

Continuing, Chafets related that he did recall an incident in
volving Israel and Ali when he was being interviewed on French 
tv by several young New Left intellectuals who assumed Ali 
shared their anti-Israel animus.

Ali was asked about Israel's imperialistic repression of the 
Arabs.

"I don't know nothing about that," the boxer responded. "I 
ain't got nothing to say about it."

"But surely," he was told "you as a Muslim must be opposed 
to Zionist repression.

Ali repeated, "I don't know nothing about it."
The interviewers were shocked and ranted anti-Israel and 

anti-Semitic slogans at him in the hope that he at least would 
nod in agreement. But Ali, finally fed up said, "Y'all think Tm 
just a dumb Negro who doesn't know any better, but you ain't 
gonna get me to say nothin' bad about the Jews."

Chafets concluded that "since his retirement, Ali has trav
elled the world on behalf of charitable causes, particularly Is
lamic ones. He has visited Arab countries and, memorably, Iran, 
where he went to Khomeini's grave and proclaimed the Islamic 
Republic "The Greatest" — a compliment of his own invention 
which he bestows promiscuously. But unlike other American- 
Islamic pilgrims to the region's theocracies, he has engaged in 
no anti-Israel rhetoric. In the Middle East and in America, in 
sickness as in health, Ali has always been the same — a mentsh. 
In taking on Ali, Moshe Peled is out of his class. I suggest he 
pick a fight with someone his own size. If he can find anyone 
that small."
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Vatican studies 
anti-Semitism

ROME—A symposium on 
anti-Semitism in the Christian 
environment at the Vatican 
took place this week but with
out any Jewish participation. 
Tullia Zevi, president of the 
Union of Italian Jewish Com
munities, had hoped that 
some Jewish scholars might 
have been invited as observ
ers, but was told that this was 
an internal church matter.

The Vatican explained that 
the conference would focus on 
Christian themes.

The meeting which will be 
addressed by Pope John Paul 
was not expected to result in 
an official document con
demning anti-Semitism.

Makowsky seen 
as JCCA head

MEMPHIS — Jerome 
Makowsky, who is chairman 
of the Jewish Community 
Center Association of North 
America, has been nominated 
as its president, and will be 
elected at the organization's 
biennial meeting in Houston 
on May 15.

in recognition Editor’s chair
Trinity College, Hartford, 

Ct., awarded honorary de
grees to Rabbi Bent Melchior, 
former chief rabbi of Den
mark, and Victor Borge on 
Monday, Sept. 22.

Continued from prev. page 
synagogue.

The Mclver Report precedent proves that 
when there is the will to correct inequities the

Council of Jewish Federations can act. Now it is 
time to restore to the CRCs its powers that seem 
to have disintegrated without any such specific 
action and maybe event intent.

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 4«m-27»7

FRANK O'lANNON

November 1, 1997

GREETINGS!

As Governor of Indiana, it is a pleasure to welcome you to the 1997 
General Assembly of the Council of Jewish Federations in Indianapolis!

I am proud that our capital city has been chosen to be host to this 
extraordinary event, which brings together thousands of delegates from throughout 
North America. 1 applaud all participants for the many outstanding contributions 
that you have made to your communities. Your advocacy and support have set a 
positive example for citizens across our state, nation, and world, encouraging them 
to reach out to those in need and make a difference!

Best wishes for a memorable and rewarding gathering, and for continued 
success in all of your future endeavors.

Sincerely

Frank O’Bannon

FOB/j ad

P H CITY OF INDIANAPOLISO STEPHEN GOLDSMITH
b MAYOR

As Mayor of the City of Indianapolis, I welcome you to the 
1997 General Assembly of the Council of Jewish Federations.

Indianapolis is one of the most beautiful and vibrant cities 
in America. Much of our success has been
achieved by conscientious, dedicated volunteers, much like 
the Council of Jewish Federations. I am honored that Indianapolis 
has been selected as the 1997 gathering site for this General 
Assembly.

I urge both our visitors and Indianapolis-area residents to 
sample the many cultural, historical, entertainment and sports 
facilities we have to offer. From shopping and dining at 
Circle Centre mall to the adventures of the Indianapolis Zoo, 
we have something for everyone. You will find Indianapolis to 
have the unique combination of small-town warmth with world- 
class opportunities.

The citizens of Indianapolis join me in extending our best 
wishes for a memorable visit to our City!

Yours truly, » .

^Stephen Goldsmith

Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life
Takes great pleasure in announcing the establishment of the

Joseph Meyerhoff Center for Jewish Learning
Informing Jewish Living with the Magic of Jewish Learning on Campus and Beyond

As a result of the largest endowment gift in its history, Hillel has established the Joseph Meyerhoff Center for 
Jewish Learning. The Joseph Meyerhoff Center’s central focus will be the incorporation of informal Jewish 
learning into the day-to-day life of Jewish students, as it informs and illumines every aspect of Hillel’s program. 
Joseph Meyerhoff was an ardent supporter of Hillel and believed that education is critical to securing a strong 
Jewish future. Hillel is proud that his children and grandchildren have chosen to honor his memory through 
the establishment of the Joseph Meyerhoff Center for Jewish Learning.

15 Cheshvan, 5758 • 15 November, 1997

Edgar M. Bronfman Michael B. Rukin Richard M. Joel

Chairman, International Board of Governors Chair, Board of Directors President and International Director

Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life • 1640 Rhode Island Avenue, NW • Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 857-6560 • Fax: (202) 857-6693 • Internet: http://www.hillel.org • E-mail: info@hillel.org

http://www.hillel.org
mailto:info@hillel.org


Civil Judaism cannot 
be transmitted: Abrams

Regular subscribers of The Post and Opinion will forgive the 
editors for repeating the following news story, but there is a reason. 
This issue will be read by 3,500 delegates to the General Assembly of 
the Council of Jewish Federations in Indianapolis and it was felt that 
this news account was one they would appreciate.

NEW YORK — A lugubrious view of the future of the Ameri
can Jewish community was painted in the volume, "Faith or 
Fear, How Jews Can Survive in a Christian America" by Elliot 
Abrams, former U.S. assistant secretary of state and now presi
dent of the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington.

His conclusions include that:
Twenty percent of the core Jewish population has left the 

Jewish religion.
Roughly 12 percent of Americans of Jewish heritage are now 

Christians.
One-third of the people in America of Jewish ethnic origin 

no longer report Judaism as their current religion.
The book was reviewed by Rabbi Robert Pilavin in the bul

letin of his Congregation Ohr Yisrael, Jewish Community Cen
ter of Spring Valley, N.Y.

In chapter 6 of the book. Rabbi Pilavin notes that most Jews 
"are not only not Orthodox, they are not Conservative or Re
form either." Judaism has given way to Jewishness, namely 
"giving money to that community's institutions, and support
ing the liberal and secularist prescriptions for American soci
ety that would theoretically allow American Jews to thrive. The 
perceived interest of the community, and the act of working to 
advance those interests, have been sacralized...Civil Judaism," 
however, it is "very difficult to transmit from one generation to 
the next".

Continuing, Abrams asks "Why? Civil Judaism can provide 
the mechanisms for doing good works for fellow Jews, but it 
cannot provide a motivation"... He lists failed substitutes for 
Judaism as the source of Jewish identity: programs stressing 
'continuity', the 'religion of Israel', 'prophetic Judaism and the 
religion of politics" and the 'Holocaust'.

He then adds that "nor will anti-Semitism keep us Jewish. 
We have reached 'the end of ethnicity' as a source of Jewish 
identity."

One chapter of the book is titled "the Orthodox Nuisance" 
and cites the "refusal of mainline Jewish organizations to sup
port Orthodox Jewry. Worse still, 'the American Jewish com
munity has funded day schools poorly itself and strongly op
posed any form of tax reliefer tuition vouchers that would help 
the Jewish parents trying to pay for them. Most such parents 
are Orthodox. Given the impressive ability of Orthodox Jews 
to retain their young, the 'remarkable lack of sympathy and 
respect for more observant Jews by less observant ones is one 
of the most striking aspects of Jewish life today'

The book's suggested agenda is that "we should follow the 
lead of traditional/Orthodox Jews. If we cannot share their be
liefs, we should at least consider some of their strategies for 
creating a vibrant Jewish 'counterculture'. If we cannot be like 
them — behaviorally or strategically — we can, at the very least, 
'offer respect, admiration, and support to those Jews who do 
make that choice.'"

Rabbi Pilavin then asserts that "Our new communal focus 
should be sustaining Jewish religious (not ethnic) life. This goal 
'can be the collective decision of the community despite the 
unwillingness of many Jews to participate themselves", indeed, 
'a return to Judaism must inevitably leave some Jews by the 
wayside'.

"This new agenda," Rabbi Pilavin states "makes communal 
funding of day schools a priority even as it means 'making the 
link to Israel far less a matter of financial support, and far more 
one of personal contact and commitment". The new vision re
quires a, reevaluation of the role of religion in American life. 
While secular government is desirable, secular society is not. 
'In fact the last few decades have seen both the marginalization 
of the role of religion and its teachings about virtue and an ex
traordinary decline in American morality". Moreover, 'as reli
gion has been d riven to the margins of American life, Jews have 
become less Jewish'. It can be said that 'the American Jewish 
community has not lived and embodied the American Dream. 
On the contrary, it has refused the opportunity America pro- 

Contmued on next page
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Prof. Myron Scholes splits the Nobel Prize

SAN FRANCISCO — Add work in co-pioneering a for- C. Merton of Harvard. Scholes
anotherjew to the preponder- mula which simplifies the was preceded by another Jew,
ance of Jews who have won process of purchasing stock Stanley Prusiner, who won a
Nobel Peace Prizes. He is Prof. options. He is splitting the $1 Nobel Prize for his work on
Myron S. Scholes, who will M. with his colleague, Robert brainwasting substances,
take home $500,000 for his

FOR 50 YEARS THEY HAVE WATCHED 
OVER OUR BORDERS...

WF welcomes ditto tt 
Council of Jewish Federations’ 1997 general Assembly.

Friends of the Israel Defense Forces is the 
U.S tax-exempt partner of the Association 
for the Wellbeing of Israel’s Soldiers [AWIS], 
Israel’s largest philanthropic organization 
Together they provide educational, recre
ational and social programs to active-duty 
Israeli soldiers and their families In 1995/ 
1996 FIDF sent $7.5 million to the AWIS

• KducaUonal Scholarships
• Care for Wounded/Hospitalized 

Soldiers
• Mobile Clubs & Fitness Rooms
• Rest & Recuperation Centers
• Widow’s & Orphan’s

Endowment Fund 
For more info, call (212) 575-5030

I ^ he Canterbury Hotel 
welcomes the 1997 

General Assembly of the 
Council of Jewish Federations 

to Indianapolis

'it
Canterbury

hotel
1-800-538-8186

123 South Illinois Street, Indianapolis, IN46225

uEnjoy the difference” at the Canterbury Hotel
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Obituaries

James P. Rice, 84, dies; 
was HIAS, JDC director

CHICAGO—James P. Rice 
who served as executive di
rector of HIAS in 1955-56 and 
as director of the JDC from 
1945-55 died at the age of 84. 
He was executive vice presi
dent of the Jewish Federation 
of Chicago from 1945-55.

He was a vice president of 
Thanks to Scandinavia.

James P. Rice

Judge Caesar of Philadelphia
PHILADELPHIA—Judge 

Berel Caesar, who has served 
on the Philadelphia Court of 
Common Pleas since 1974, 
died at the age of 69. He was

a past president of Congrega
tion Melrose B'nai Israel and 
was active in a number of Jew
ish organizations.

Marian Koshland U. of C. prof.
LAFAYETTE, Ca. — 

Marian Koshland, professor of 
molecular and cell biology at 
the University of California at 
Berkeley, died at the age of 76. 
She was active with the

Weizmann Institute of Science 
in Israel, and had served as 
president of the American As
sociation of Immunologists in 
1982 and 1983.

Israel and PLO 
meet in D.C.

WASHINGTON — What 
chances there are for a re
newal of serious discussion 
between Israel and the PLO 
depend on the success of the 
meeting here of Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy and his 
PLO alternate Abu Mazen, 
second-in-command to Yasser 
Arafat.

Levy was limited by the 
Cabinet before he left in any 
concessions he could make 
in the talks.

Crisis averted 
at least for now

JERUSALEM — Time has 
been won at the last minute to 
attempt to find a compromise 
between the Orthodox and 
non-Orthodox just when it 
seemed that there was no al
ternative other than a frontal 
battle. The committee headed 
by Israeli Finance Minister 
Ya'acov Ne'eman, which has 
been seeking to find a com
promise solution, now has 
three more months to attempt 
to negotiate with both sides.

Cantor Savitt 
of West buryMorris Sarshik taken by death

PHILADELPHIA — here, died at the age of 98. He 
Morris A. Sarshik, founding served as president of the 
member and past president of Home Builders League of
Temple Beth Zion-Beth Israel South Jersey.

WESTBURY, N Y. — Can
tor Marvin Savitt who served 
the Old Westbury Hebrew 
Congregation for 34 years, is 
being mourned.

The Westin extends 

a warm welcome to 
the 1997 General Assembly 

of the Council of 
Jewish Federations

B
The Westin

INDIANAPOLIS

50 South Capitol Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46204 • 317.262.8100

Reform lay leaders join 
fight for rights in Israel
By MARVIN MIGDOL

DALLAS — Delegates to the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations (UAHC) Biennial Convention engaged in prayer, 
study and song during the five-day convention in Dallas which 
ended Nov. 2.

Highlights of the conclave which drew approximately 4,500 
delegates and guests from throughout the United States and 
Canada included:
✓ Supporting secular efforts to promote legislation which 

would permit homosexual couples to get married. (In addition, 
voted to support CCAR in studying religious ceremonies for 
gays and lesbians.)
✓ Acceptance of present policy which discourages rabbis 

from officiating in interfaith weddings (Editor's note: 75 per
cent of Reform laity favor rabbinic officiation.)
✓ Support for political campaign finance reform.
✓ Opposition to government efforts that declare the English 

language as the official language.
✓ Urging the Israel government to recognize Reform, Con

servative and Reconstructionist movements.
✓ Encouraging programs to monitor factories regarding ex

ploitation of children and sweatshop labor.
✓ Encouraging President Clinton and Congress to appre

hend and prosecute war criminals in the former Yugoslavia and 
other countries.

Study opportunities included over 140 workshops, contrib
uting to a spiritual high, transforming many in regards to how 
they feel about Judaism.

Rabbi Yoffie chastised America, especially Texas, for the ex
tensive death penalties for convicted criminals. The criticism 
did not draw much applause from delegates indicating a gen
eral feeling that death is warranted in many cases.

Earlier, Rabbi Yoffie had told Israel's prime minister and Jews 
everywhere that American Jews lay claim to Israel as their own. 
He urged the prime minister to pray in a Reform synagogue 
when Reform leaders make a pilgrimage to Israel in June 1998, 
as also when they pray at the Western Wall.

"Make no mistake: we are in Israel to stay. We are not going 
to let the (ultra-Orthodox leaders) bum us out, desecrate us 
out, vilify us, or vandalize us out — and neither will they legis
late us out," he stated.

"On the principle of pluralism we will be utterly uncom
promising. Until Israel makes real its promise of religious free
dom, we will not excuse, we will not equivocate, we will not 
retreat a single inch."

Civil Judaism
Continued from prev. page

vides to remain fully Jewish while they became fully Ameri
cans."

Rabbi Pilavin quotes the book to the effect that the core is
sue is faith. "Whether American Jews can commit themselves 
anew to the goal of survival, to reversing the demographic pat
terns that threaten their collective future, depends on whether 
they still believe they are above all else members of a religious 
community. As an ethnic, cultural, or political entity they are 
doomed."

The book then makes its own recommendations. 'Abrams 
urges us to raise our level of personal observance, greater Ju
daic literacy, more regular synagogue attendance, tighter ad
herence to the kosher laws. Even if we lack faith, religious ex
perimentation is not hypocritical — for we must teach our chil
dren Judaism.' He then quotes the book: "one heed not have 
perfect faith to conclude that children should learn Torah rather 
than skepticism. A parent's lack of faith may be replicated in 
the child, but it may not be — if the child is raised as a Jew with 
a religious identity."

Rabbi Pilavin then concludes:
The strength of this book transcends its up-to-date scholar

ship or reasoned argument. The distinguished author is an ac
cessible role model, for 'I can probably best be described as a 
somewhat observant Conservative Jew, and I do not argue here 
for Orthodoxy of any variety, religious or political'."

He then states: "Elliot Abrams' "Faith or Fear" may well be 
the most challenging Jewish book of 1997.1 urge each and ev
ery one of you to read this book and wrestle with its message."
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Indiana U. expels 
Jewish fraternity
By ED STATTMANN

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — Indiana University expelled the 
lU-Bloomington chapter of Zeta BetaTau, a predominantly Jew
ish fraternity, from campus on Wednesday, Oct. 29, for a pledge 
indoctrination that involved racist and sexist statements and 
behavior.

Dean of Students Richard McKaig announced the decision 
based on findings Oct. 28 by the IU Fraternity and Sorority Ju
dicial Board. The board concluded that the ZBT chapter had 
committed multiple violations of IU's Code of Disciplinary Pro
cedures for Student Organizations. The board recommended a 
three-year suspension followed by one year of probation for 
ZBT, but the university went beyond that, choosing immediate 
expulsion of the fraternity instead.

The penalty was imposed for ZBT's having told several new 
members on Oct. 15 they were to pretend for that night to be 
black men and to collect items listed for a scavenger hunt. Com
plying with the instructions, they took a city street sign and the 
letters identifying a predominantly black fraternity, Kappa Al
pha Psi. Charges against ZBT included hazing, defined as con
duct that subjects a student, physically, mentally or emotion
ally, to activities that may endanger, abuse or denigrate him.

The ZBT chapter president apologized to the various of
fended groups and requested a lesser penalty, to no avail.

McKaig noted that expulsion was the most severe sanction 
available to the university ending its function on campus as a 
student organization. Suspension would have allowed the or
ganization to exist, but without the privilege of participation in 
specific campus events.

The fraternity can appeal McKaig's decision to a review 
board of three members, a student, faculty member and ad
ministrator. Expulsion of a chapter forces it to disband, although 
all new members can petition to reorganize in several years.

McKaig emphasized his decision addressed the fraternity's 
behavior, not its attitudes, although the nature of the events 
created divisive feelings on issues of race, gender and sexual 
orientation.

ZBT's instructions to the new members told them, in part, 
"You are all Black Men. Your job tonight is an important one, 
one which will require ...skill, concentration, agility and 
Vaseline."

Items they were to gather included such innocuous artifacts 
as a small mirror, flour, oregano and tweezers.

They also were told to collect "male pomo magazines" and 
a picture of a man reading one, the impression in peanut butter 
of a woman's nipple, "pictures of 2 chicks making out ...pic
ture of chick w/out shirt," and pictures of "any funny-lookin' 
Mexican... any midget.. .any albino" with notes that they would 
get extra credit if the Mexican, midget or albino was a black 
person.

McKaig had suspended the fraternity the evening after the 
incident, which came to his attention after Bloomington police 
arrested several ZBT pledges on the scavenger hunt for theft of 
a street sign.

The lU-Bloomington newspaper. The Indiana Daily Student, 
quoted some Jewish students on their reaction to the ZBT situ
ation. .

Brett Pelchovitz, a senior and president of the Hillel Center, 
was quoted as saying she was embarrassed and was worried 
that ZBT's acts might worsen whatever anti-Semitic attitudes 
already existed on campus.

Junior Ben Unger, president of the campus Sigma Alpha Mu 
chapter, was quoted by the Daily Student as saying that as the 
president of a fraternity, he was concerned. That ZBT, like SAM, 
is a predominantly Jewish fraternity, should not be an issue, he 
said.

Rabbi Sue Shifron, director of the Hillel Center, said while 
the outcome was pending that the discipline and other reac
tions should ignore ZBT's religious affiliation.

IU President Myles Brand stated on Oct. 20 that he was "ab
solutely appalled at the behavior.. .by the ZBT fraternity mem
bers." Brand, who is Jewish, did not mention the Jewish con
nection in his statement.

The university's action was completed with expulsion of the 
fraternity chapter, but some of the pledges on the scavenger 

Continued on next page
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Communal Fund is the fastest growing Jewish charity
NEW YORK — Some dis

array in fundraising for Israel 
was seen as the Jewish Com
munal Fund raised $160.4 M. 
last year and is the fastest-

growing of all Jewish chari
ties. Its donors direct their 
dollars to preferred charities.

Meanwhile 14 federations 
were included in the top 400 
largest in America. The listing

is by the Chronicle of Philan
thropy an independent 
weekly publication that cov
ers the charitable fundraising 
field.

American Friends of 
The Hebrew University

is proud to participate 
in the 1997 GA

Please join us for an

Alumni Association Reception

Monday Evening, November 17, 1997 
6:30 pm - 8:15 pm Room 139

Indianapolis Convention Center 
Refreshments will be served

If you would like more information about the Hebrew University Alumni 
Association, find Aliza Kline, Alumni Coordinator at the GA.

AFHU • 11 East 69th Street • New York, NY 10021 
e-mail: usafhalk@ibmmail.com 

phone: (212) 472-9800 • fax: (212) 734-1147
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Countries eligible 
to sit on the 
United Nations 
Security Council:

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Andorra
Angola
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bhutan

Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil

unei Darussalam
BulgarBulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 

mbodia
Cameroon 
Canada 
Cape Verde
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Comoro Islands
Congo
Costa Rica
Cote d'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic 
Democratic People's 

Republic of Korea 
Democratic Republic 

of the Congo 
Denmark 
Djibouti 
Dominica
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
El Salvador

Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
F.,i
Finland
France
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea
Gumea-Bissa
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland

Iraq
Ireland
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Laos
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mah
Malta
Marshall Islands
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Micronesia
Moldova

Mongolia
Morocco

Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines 
Poland .
Portugal 
Qatar
Republic of Korea 
Romania
Russian Federation 
Rwanda
St Kitts and Nevis 
St Lucia
St Vincent and the 

Grenadines 
Samoa 
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
Spam
Sn Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swaziland
Sweden
Syria
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Thailand
The Former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedom, 
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Yemen
Yugoslavia
Zambia '
Zimbabwe

Countries not eligible 
to sit on the 
United Nations 
Security Council:

Israel

Believe it or not. Israel is the only one of the 185 member countries ineligible 
to serve on the United Nations Security Council, the key deliberative group of 
the world body Even Iraq is eligible. So is Iran. And so, too, are Cuba, Libya, 
North Korea. Sudan and Syria

Why is it that these seven nations, ail cited by the U S State Department as 
sponsors of terrorism, are eligible to serve rotating terms on the Security 
Council, yet Israel, a democratic nation and member of the UN since 1950, 
is not?

To be eligible for election, a country must belong to a regional group Every 
UN member state—from the smallest to tne largest—is included m one of the 
five regional groups By geography, Israel should be part of the Asian bloc but 
such countries as Iraq and Saudi Arabia have prevented its entry for decades

The UN Charter procla-ms “the equal rights of nations large and small "

But only Israel among all UN members is denied the right to belong to any 
regional group. As a temporary measure, Israel has sought acceptance in the 
West European and Others Group (WEOG), which includes not only the de
mocracies of Western Europe but also Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Tur
key and the United States. Here, too, despite the support of several coun
tries, including the U.S . Israel still has not beten admitted.

Thus, without membership in a regional group, Israel can never be elected to 
serve a term on the Security Council or. for that matter, to the other most 
important bodies of the UN system, such as the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC). the World Court, UNICEF and the Commission on Human Rights.

What should you do? Make yourself heard!

We urge you to dip the coupons at the bottom, of this page and mail them 
to the addresses shown For more information, please contact us.

The American Jewish Committee
RobwtS Rilkmd David A. Hams

President Executive Director

Since 1906, the American Jewish Committee has been pursuing Jewish security and well-being 
in the context of a democratic world respectful of the rights of all

The American Jewish Committee, The Jacob Blaustem Building, 165 East 56th Street, New York NY 10022
Send these coupons by e-mail through our web site at www.ajc.org

' His Excellency Kofi Annar 
| Secretary-General 
I The United Nations 
1 NewYork. NY 10017

| Dear Mr Secretary-General

| UN member denied membership or participation m a regional 
group Encourage the members of the European Union to accept 

I Israel as a temporary member of the West European and Others 
| Group

| That would signal real reform and leadership 

■ Thank you 

Sincerely.

I

'HE Ambassador M Jean-Louis Wolzfeld 
| Permanent Representative of Luxembourg to the UN 
I Repn-sontative of the Presidency of the European Umo

Newport .^NY 10022 

Dear Ambassador Wolzfeld

We urge all members of the European Union to accept Israel as« 
temporary member or participant m the West European and 
Others Group As you know, Israel is the only country denied 
membership in any regional group

Now is the time for the democracies of Europe to demonstrate 
that democracy means a voice for all nations

• Thank you 

| Sincerely,

HE Ambassador Bill Richo.u>v..

| ^nn'«S^r0,'h'U,’'t,dS,a"S,0B*UN
NewYork. NY 10017 

I Dear Ambassador Richardson

icipatic
temporary member 

Thank you 

Sincerely,

http://www.ajc.org


Men have it best, It seems, at Brandeis
WALTHAM, Mass. —The largest number of 

applicants for entrance into Brandeis University 
has been received this year — 5,679, of which 
1176 were admitted. There were 842 women and 
and 334 men admitted, a ratio which, had it been 
known in advance, some feel could have been 
balanced by enticing more of the stronger sex to 
seek admittance. 36 states are represented and 
6 percent are international students.

The G.A.
Continued from page NAT 1

Seattle, she said. Partly that's because Indianapolis, in the very 
center of the country, is accessible.

"I also think that doing it on the weekend is very appealing, 
people can have shabbat together. They don't lose worktime 
by utilizing Sunday for programming. They'll be coming in 
Friday for shabbat and Saturday for lower plane fares."

Planning less hotel space than is needed is the only thing 
that has gone wrong, she said. "Business is too good. We had 
200 on a waiting list for Saturday night lodging. They didn't 
realize how many people we would get."

Delegates will be regaled with music and more than enough 
to eat, and it will be kosher. There will be a light repast in the 
Westin called "King David's Marketplace" before the plenary 
session where Netanyahu is the featured speaker and a gala, 
"King David's Midnight Magic," after the plenary, with enter
tainment and much more plenteous and substantial food.

The Singing Hoosiers will introduce the plenary with a short 
concert.

Anyone fearful of sleeping on an empty stomach will be res
cued by kosher snacks supplied in their rooms. About 3,500 
packets of notions and snacks have been prepared for the del
egates' rooms. For those who want even more, the Westin has 
promised room service from a kosher kitchen.

The gala is a joint effort of the Indianapolis Federation 
cohosting with the Israel Tourism Commission and support 
from Boeing, Israel's El A1 airline and the United Jewish Ap
peal.

All that will be on Sunday.
Saturday night will include four simultaneous receptions 

following the concert by Israeli entertainer Noa. There will be a 
general delegates' reception, a young leadership reception with 
music, a "Sophisticated Singles event for older singles and an 
ice skating party for for students. There will be plenty of food 
at every one of these events.

Friday night delegates will pay for their own dinners, but 
they'll choose from menus planned especially for them and there 
will be plenty of decorations and extra amenities.

The Women's Division of the Indianapolis Federation will 
have a "Chai Tea" at The Children's Museum Monday after
noon.

A team of mashgiachim has met with the hotel chefs and the 
staff of the Indiana Convention Center kitchens to ensure 
kashrut at all events.

The "Victory Lane" lounge and cafe in the galleria of an ex
hibition hall at the Convention Center will be available and will 
be supervised to be kosher. There also will be a sign clearly 
stating that the Convention Center fast food facility outside the 
exhibition hall is not supervised to be kosher. Other conven
tions may be occurring at the same time as the GA and using 
that facility.

Berkowitz said the Westin will have one or two kosher kitch
ens so that kosher fare is available in all its restaurants. The 
hotel offered to kasher all its kitchens, she said.

Rabbi Moshe Heisler of Scroll K Vaad HaKashrus, a Denver- 
based organization, heads the team of mashgiachim. His orga
nization does nothing but serve Jewish groups who need ko
sher cuisine, Berkowitz said. She said Heisler has conferred with 
Rabbi Mordechai Gold, mashgiach fof the Arthur M. Click Jew
ish Community Center.

Berkowitz views the GA as large enough to accommodate 
controversy as well as harmony. Whatever disagreements oc
cur among Jews today, she takers philosophically. Although 
we're nearing the millennium, but it would be hard to top the 
schism more than 2,000 years ago that produced Christianity.

Brandeis was ranked number 28 among na
tional universities, according to U.S. News and 
World Report, a step-up of one from last year.

The reference book, "The Rise of American 
Research Universities," published last February, 
ranked Brandeis the number one rising private 
research university and number nine overall in 
science, social science and arts and humanities.

Synagogue dig 
being suspended

LONDON — Because of 
lack of funds excavations at 
the site of what could be 
Britain's oldest synagogue 
have been suspended. The 
13th century place of worship 
was discovered last year by 
archeologists on a routine dig 
beneath a shop in Guilford 
High Street. Now volunteer 
field archeologist John Boas 
fears that when the new shop 
is completed the historic 
prayer room will probably be 
covered over.
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Synagogue’s challenges 
at brink of 21st century

RIVER EDGE, N.J. — An initiative to focus on challenges that 
confront synagogues in the 21st century has been launched here 
by the UJA Federation of Bergen County and North Hudson in 
partnership with the Henry and Marilyn Taub Foundation.

A community-wide symposium next spring will bring out
standing speakers and a sampling of innovative programs from 
throughout the country in such areas as leadership development, 
inreach, marketing strategies and outreach and develop several 
pilot programs.

Taub told The Jewish Standard that "historically the syna
gogue has been the cornerstone of Jewish communal life. This 
project will help synagogues become more effective in the trans
mission and nurturing of Jev^jsh identity."

Fraternity

2 Israel teens 
high In tennis

FLUSHING MEADOWS 
— Koby Ziv, Israeli teenager, 
reached the semi finals of the 
U.S. Open boys competition, 
bowing out to the eventual 
winner, Amo de-Pasquale 6- 
3, 0-6, 1-6. Israel's other en
trant, Andy Ram, also did 
well, reaching the quarter fi
nals.

Continued from prev. page 
hunt still faced criminal process for their acts.

lU-Bloomington Chancellor Kenneth Gros Louis said he 
would have preferred immediate expulsion, but conceded that 
summary judgment without due process would have violated 
the campus code of ethics.

The incident sparked an Oct. 21 protest rally by hundreds of 
students and admonitory statements by representatives of cam
pus organizations that speak for the special concerns of blacks, 
women and Latinos.

Judaism plus Zen Buddhism
JERUSALEM — How to 

integrate Eastern ideas, such 
as Zen Buddhism, and Juda
ism is the goal of 41-year-old 
London-born Michael Kagan, 
who says he had a "typical" 
Jewish upbringing- be Jewish, 
marry Jewish, but don't take

it too seriously.
"We Jews have become 

very functional in our religion. 
We have lost the experience, 
the meaning and emotional 
connection to many of our 
rituals."

isjvcetUvjs
to the General Assembly of the 
Council of Jewish Federations

The gateway 
to education 
that works!

National Office • 315 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10010 • (212) 505-7700

Ruth S. Taffel Pepi Dunay •
National President First Vice President

Rosina K. Abramson
National Executive Director
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Questions and answers on the issue of recognition of 
Reform and Conservative conversions in Israel

American Conservative and Reform leaders are demanding that conversions and marriages performed by Reform and Conservative Rabbis, both inside and outside 
of Israel, be recognized by the Israeli Rabbinate, over the objections of the American Orthodox community and virtually the entire Israeli religious community. 
These are the underlying issues and historical context of this issue.

What separates Reform, Conservative and Orthodox Jewry on the definition ofJewish identity?
The Reform and Conservative movements both reject the legislative authority of the Orthodox Rabbinate. It is therefore ironic that Reform and Conservative 

leaders now seek to impose the authority of their own Rabbis on the Jews of Israel. About twenty years ago, the Reform movement radically redefined its concept 
of Jewish identity when it declared that the children of non-Jewish women married to Jewish men do not need conversion (the doctrine of Patrilineal Descent). At 
the same time, the Reform movement in the U.S. launched a campaign to welcome the non-Jewish partners of intermarried couples into their communities. These 
initiatives only worsened the threat to Jewish continuity, lending a de facto legitimacy to intermarriage, which has since increased to over 50% nationwide.

What are the Orthodox objections to non-Orthodox conversion procedures?
Reform and Conservative conversions often do not meet the ritual requirements of Torah law. In addition, Orthodox practice requires each convert to make 

a solemn commitment to full religious observance. Since the Reform and Conservative movements do not make such demands on their Jewish-born members, their 
converts often do not understand the spiritual responsibilities that they accept upon themselves by becoming Jews. Therefore, while these individuals may well be 
sincere in their attachment to the Jewish people, from the Orthodox viewpoint, their conversions often lack truly informed consent.

What is the Orthodox attitude towards conversion?
Traditional Judaism accepts sincere, converts with open arms, but first it discourages all applicants for conversion, who are warned of the many new 

responsibilities they will accept upon themselves by becoming Jews. Only the most sincere and strongly motivated of applicants are accepted, and those suspected 
of having any ulterior motives (such as the desire to marry a Jew) are rejected. Orthodox Judaism teaches that it is relatively easy for an ethical non-Jew to earn the 
rewards of Heaven. Orthodoxy' will not impose the many additional demands of Judaism upon such an individual unless he or she is already fully aware of the 
obligation as well as the spiritual rewards.

Isn't it true that most Israeli Jews are not Orthodox?
About 25% of Israeli Jews follow Orthodox practices and accept Orthodox Rabbinic authority. A sizable additional percentage of Israeli Jewry selectively 

observe many practices and holidays, but do not call themselves Reform or Conservative Jews. Even those who completely reject religious belief do not recognize the 
Reform and Conservative movements to be authentic expressions of the Jewish heritage. As one secular Israeli put it, “the Synagogue I choose not to attend is 
Orthodox .' The Reform and Conservative movements have virtually no political constituency in Israel today, and most Israeli Jews, religious or not, will not recognize 
their converts as Jews. No secular Israeli coun order imposing pluralism upon the State will change this fact, but such an order will result in needless heartbreak to 
non-Orthodox converts when their. Jewish credentials are inevitably rejected by most Israeli Jews. It is condescending to say that Israeli Jews have not affiliated with 
the Reform and Conservative movements because they have not been exposed to them. These movements have been actively recruiting in Israel for twenty years. 
Israeli Jews are intelligent and informed enough to assess the Conservative and Reform movements for themselves, and have obviously decided to reject them.

Does the rejection of Reform and Conservative converts mean that Orthodox Jews reject the Jewishness of all non-Orthodox Jews?
Certainly not. Anyone whose mother is Jewish, or who was converted under Orthodox auspices, is recognized as a Jew for the rest of his or her life, 

regardless of subsequent affiliation. Jewish-born members of the Reform and Conservative movements will always be recognized and welcomed in any Orthodox 
community as full-fledged Jews. The Orthodox community reaches out to all of our brethren, Reform, Conservative and unaffiliated alike, with positive, joyful and 
authentically Jewish religious experience.

Why is it inappropriate for the Council of Jewish Federations and other American umbrella Jewish organizations to take a stand on pluralism in 
Israel?

“Umbrella” organizations, such as Jewish Federations and the United Jewish Appeal were designed to cut across denominational lines to create as broad a 
base of community support as possible to respond to urgent social and humanitarian needs here, in Israel and around the world. Pluralism may be a fact of life in the 
American Jewish community today, but it is inappropriate for these organizations to alienate their Orthodox supporters by seeking to impose a similar arrangement 
in Israel. By doing so they are also undermining the united front of community support for the State of Israel, with potentially catastrophic consequences to the vital 
security, geo-political and economic relationships between Israel and the United States government.

This information update is an educational service of the Young Israel Council of Rabbis, Rabbi Yaakov Feitman, of Young Israel of Beachwood, Ohio, President. 
Young Israel Council of Rabbis is a division of the National Council of Young Israel with 150 affiliated Young Israel Orthodox Synagogues throughout North 
America, and 50 affiliated Young Israel Congregations in Israel.

For further information call: (212) 929-1525 or (800) 617-NCYI, or write: Young Israel Council of Rabbis, 3 West 16 Street, New York, NY 10011, or visit our web 
site at: www.youngisrael.org

http://www.youngisrael.org
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To: The Delegates of the CJF General Assembly
From: The Leadership of the National Young Israel Movement
The National Young Israel movement is convinced that the fundamental goals and priorities which are shared by and unite 
the Jewish people are ultimately far more important than our disagreements over political approach or beliefs.

Those shared beliefs and goals are:

1. Securing the physical safety, freedom and welfare of Jews throughout the world.

2. The long-term security of the State of Israel.

3. The search for a true and lasting peace for the State of Israel in the Middle East.

4. Guaranteeing Jewish continuity by reaching out to Jews everywhere, with positive, joyful Jewish 
experiences, and by maintaining the Jewish character of the State of Israel.

5. The continued economic prosperity and political stability of the State of Israel, as prerequisites to 
fulfilling its role as a safe haven and homeland for Jews everywhere, as well as a constant source 
of Jewish pride and identity.

The National Young Israel movement therefore calls upon the leadership of the American Jewish community to 
strengthen the support for and unity of American Jews behind these goals. We must never allow these overriding Jew
ish priorities to be subordinated to narrow, partisan interests.

While we may agree to disagree with one another over other issues, we must resolve to only do so in an atmosphere of 
mutual respect and recognition of our shared dedication to these fundamental goals.

Chaim S. Kaminetzky, President, National Council of Young Israel

The National Council of Young Israel is the parent body of the Young Israel Orthodox synagogue movement, with 150 
affiliated synagogues throughout North America, and 50 affiliated Young Israel congregations in Israel.

For further information call: (212) 929-1525 or (800) 617-NCYI, or write: National Council of Young Israel, 3 West 16 
Street, New York NY 10011, or visit our web site at: www.youngisrael.org

http://www.youngisrael.org
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Seek hypocrisy? Go to ‘Brooklyn South'
BY RABBI ELLIOT B. GERTEL

It didn't take long for 
CBS's Brooklyn South, a much- 
hyped series about the "bru
tal realities'' of policing the 
"melting-pot borough of

Brooklyn/' to get around to an 
episode about conflict be
tween Hasidim and blacks.

The third episode dealt with 
this theme. This is not surpris
ing when one considers that 
pictures of Hasidim are 
prominently featured in the 
opening credits of every epi
sode.

One has no context for the 
"Hasidim" episode, or for any 
of them, unless one is famil
iar with the first ten minutes 
of the first episode, which the 
network gleefully promoted 
as unprecedentedly sensa
tional and shocking TV. And 
what was the unprecedented 
drama? The depiction of a 
crazed African American ar

Hadassah empowers its 
members to strengthen 
their partnership with 
Israel and realize their 
potential as a dynamic 

force in
A Few Words About American

society. 
Through a 
myriad of 
innovative

Hadassah
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projects, Hadassah has 
created a vast social 
service network in Israel 
providing pace-setting 
health care, education, 
youth rescue, land 
development and 
immigrant retraining 
programs. Through 
educational outreach, 
Hadassah is forging 
important connections 
between Jewish people 
and their heritage; 
between American Jews 
and Israelis; ensuring 
Jewish continuity through 
its vibrant youth 
movement,Young Judaea; 
and linking the past, 
present and future.

riving at the police station and 
shooting every officer in sight.

Creators David Milch, 
Steven Bochco, Bill Clark and 
William M. Finkelstein gave 
new meaning to gratuitous 
violence by confessing in pre
show advertisements that 
they were going for shock and 
sensation. The irresponsibility 
of giving ideas to would-be 
copycats aside, we have here 
a brazen and wanton exploi
tation of violence and racial 
tensions.

Few programs ever rise 
above their first ten minutes, 
anyway, and Brooklyn South 
seems to have gone, in its 11th 
minute and since, from wan
ton sensationalism to unin
spired mediocrity. Enter its 
episode on "the beards."

Mr. Rosenfeld (Theodore 
Bikel, in a role stereotyped 
both by the writing and by his 
casting resume) and his 
granddaughter are mugged 
walking home from a party at 
2 a.m., and the granddaugh
ter is punched on the ear by 
the mugger. Some of the cops 
in the precinct mutter, "Those 
people won't use common 
sense." It is rather strange and 
telling that the writers at
tribute the foolhardy late- 
night "partying" to a celebra
tion of "cousins moving to Is
rael," a rather rare occurrence 
among Brooklyn Hasidim 
compared to weddings 
(which can be at night) and 
circumcisions (which are tra
ditionally done early in the 
day). In truth, Brooklyn 
Hasidim are quite tied to their 
American environment, and 
one wonders why the writers 
would choose a celebration 
that would suggest wild joy at 
severing ties with America.

Enter Aaron Geller (Joel 
Brooks), who represents vigi
lante organizing in the 
Hasidic community. The red- 
bearded Geller wants to know 
"what that mamzer looks like." 
Needless to say, the writers 
assume that the viewers will 
know the word, "mamzer," 
and that it is not a code word 
epithet for blacks (which it is 
not), even though the writers 
themselves (Edward Allen 
Bernero, with "story" by 
Bochco and Milch) do not 
seem to grasp the nuances of 
Hasidic life. The writers even 
have Aaron tell a police officer 
that Jews get "uncomfortable" 
if one says "problem" and "so
lution," without explaining

that it is the expression, "Fi
nal Solution," used by the 
Nazis, which bothers Jews 
(who still remember it). One 
wonders how many Gentile 
viewers walked away think
ing that Jews are against solu
tions to legal and social prob
lems!

The next "memorable" 
scene is that of bearded 
Hasidim punching and kick
ing a black man until the po
lice come on the scene. The 
alert over the police radio is, 
"Group of Hasidim attacking 
a black man."

The officers step in to re
strain and arrest some of the 
Hasidic assailants. One of the 
Hasidim tells a woman officer, 
"A woman doesn't touch a 
Hasidic man, cop or no cop." 
Another says, "Don't be 
touching a man." The woman 
officer responds, "I have a 
feeling you should have taken 
that advice yourself." Adds a 
woman African American of
ficer: "That guy's got a lot of 
rules."

Here, in one fell swoop, the 
writers reinforce every old 
New Testament stereotype of 
Jews being angry, rule-bur
dened zealots who use their 
religious laws as an excuse for 
violence and self-righteous 
bellyaching. Here's the old 
"Pharisee" canard. It is par
ticularly disconcerting be
cause those stereotypes of 
Jews prevail in the African 
American churches as much 
as in other churches.

One doesn't want to think 
about the effect of such TV 
"drama" on efforts by the Jew
ish community over recent 
decades to overcome such ste
reotypes through programs 
with black and other 
churches.

As it turns out (and who is 
surprised?) the black man as
saulted by the Hasidim is an 
innocent, respected 
storeowner, who was locked 
out of his own car and who 
was not "breaking into a car," 
as the Hasidim claimed. Mr. 
Rosenfeld's grandfather 
breaks loose from the "mob 
mentality" enough to insist 
that the man is innocent. A 
friend of the black man, an
other African American who 
owns a neighboring store (and 
is also a responsible citizen) 
demands, "What did those 
beards do to him?" Later, 
Aaron apologizes to the inno
cent man, who does seem to

accept the apology, but not 
without the writers having 
him say first that he is "tired 
of hearing about the troubles 
of the Jews," and that his 
nephew's being killed by 
Puerto Ricans did not mean he 
could go around hitting 
Puerto Ricans.

It would seem that the 
point is lost even on the writ
ers who made it that the 
Hasidim had really believed 
they were making a legitimate 
citizens' arrest, though they 
did allow themselves to be 
ruled by mob justice. Instead 
of tying up such loose ends 
which loom rather nastily, our 
writers insist on allowing 
their police captain to vent his 
prejudices, "Those people al
ways have good lawyers... 
find out who represents those 
beards." Then they confirm 
the impression of the Hasidim 
as zealous manipulators of the 
system by introducing an at
torney from their own ranks 
known as Solomon (!) Schuler.

What was the point of this 
episode besides featuring 
some Hasidim because a lot of 
them live in Brooklyn?

On one level, the writers 
were obviously seeking to of
fer a "topical" hour on the 
theme of neighbors not get
ting along. So the Hasidim 
were rendered analogous to a 
woman and her two criminal 
sons who were dukeing it out 
with their neighbors. (The fact 
that the offensive woman ob
serves in the police station, 
"Look at the beard on that 
Jew," does not differentiate 
between her and the Hasidim, 
but only suggests that both are 
intolerant in different ways.) 
On another level, the writers 
seek to promote their own 
good-guy characters, and also 
at the expense of the Hasidim 
and everyone else in the epi
sode, for that matter, who are 
fall-guys for such self-promo
tional purposes.

Nice Sergeant Santoro 
(Gary Basaraba) gets to ob
serve, "Not every crime gets 
solved. Not every criminal 
gets caught. But it doesn't 
help that any to go around ter
rorizing innocent people." We 
already cheer Sergeant 
Santoro for the way he con
fronted a snooty male teacher 
at his son's school. So how 
could we not agree even with 
arrogant Hasid Aaron: "Ser
geant, you're also a decent 

Continued on next page
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A good first day as Israelis
By JUDY CARR

Succot is a pleasant holiday 
without burdens and troubles. 
No one feels rejected at 
Succot. Even if you live on 
your own, as I do, you can 
walk around and view all the 
Succahs and go into a 
neighbor's Succah for a little 
meal. Everyone is warm and 
hospitable at this glad festival 
and welcomes another person 
for the festivities.

I was pleased as I looked 
out of my window to see at 
frequent intervals El A1 planes 
flying past to Lod. El A1 is al
lowed to fly on a sabbath or 
Holy Day only to bring in im
migrants urgently to save 
their lives.

Therefore, this must have 
been part of a quick airlift to 
whisk Jews to Israel. No one 
hears about it. It is not re
ported in the press. The iden
tity of the country of origin is 
kept secret. Few people seeing 
the El A1 planes will put two 
and two together as I did. So 
the aliyah is secret.

I thought of the immi
grants landing at Lod on the 
day of this beautiful festival. 
Were they greeted with an 
etrog and lulav as they came 
off the plane and taught how 
to say the blessing? For immi
grants coming from a country 
where there is no Jewish 
knowledge this would have

Gertel
Continued from prev. page 

person." (No one with any feel 
for English usage will figure 
out the "also.")

But at the "highest level," 
the reason for this episode is 
precisely the gratuitous 
bloodbath that was foisted 
upon us in the first ten min
utes of the first episode. The 
good sergeant is made to say 
that the police should encour
age apologies and reconcilia
tion between the blacks and 
the Hasidim because of an 
ongoing investigation regard
ing the death of the sniper 
who killed so many police
men and who was allegedly 
beaten in the police station. So 
the Hasidim are depicted as 
violent and self-serving in or
der to serve the story line ad
mittedly developed for its sen
sationalism and shock value. 
If that isn't hypocrisy and ex
ploitation on the part of the 
producers and writers, then 
what is?

been a priceless introduction 
to Judaism, the loveliest that 
could possibly be.

If immigrants arrive on a 
non-working day they do not 
go through the tiresome busi
ness of bureaucratic process
ing immediately on the day 
they arrive. They are taken to 
a hotel to wait until the 
sabbath or holy day is over.

Let us hope that these im
migrants were taken from the 
airport to a place with a 
Succah, given seats and re
freshments and a light festive 
meal, and taught the history 
and origins of the festival.

What happiness! What plea
sure! What a happy introduc
tion to life in Israel!

Did some of them arrive in 
time to visit a synagogue for 
the morning service? Did they 
receive a welcome from the 
other congregants? I hope so.

The very next morning the 
troubles of Israeli life will be
gin for the immigrants—pro
cessing, finding a place to live, 
finding out about job pros
pects. Unemployment in Is
rael is over 8 percent and in 
some areas about 16 percent. 
Too many are unemployed 
and signing on to receive their

meager unemployment check.
What a bump! What a fall 

into real life from paradise!
Yet I know from personal 

experience that many immi
grants do get settled. I have 
met immigrants in Tel Aviv 
working, and doing well, say
ing with satisfaction that they 
are doing better here than in 
their former country.

It is said that young immi
grants are made to feel alien
ated by the Israeli pupils at 
school. Yet the Russian immi
grant who painted my apart
ment told me his daughter 
had come to Israel at age 16,

passed the tough school-leav
ing examination and was now 
in the army.

Israel is no land of milk 
and honey for the new immi
grant. Life here is not per
petual entertainment in the 
Succah. Life is certainly not 
one long holy day. It takes 
hard work to get yourself 
settled, hard work lies ahead 
for the remainder of your life 
in the country.

Yet these new immigrants 
will always look back on their 
first day in Israel as a lovely 
oasis, a beautiful interval. The 
first day, at any rate, was 
pod.

Ronald S. Lauder,
Ptnideirt

RusstllF. Robinson,
tolivpVke IWfflt
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Recipes survived concentration camps

The review warranted a full page because it 
permitted Ms. Dickstein to relate what life was

NEW YORK — Traditional Jewish recipes 
tnat survived the concentration camp Terezin 
earned a full page in The New York Times Sun
day Book Review. Compiled by Anny Stem, who 
made it to Israel, the recipes are those her mother 
had written down, but did not make the light of 
day until 25 years after the war when they were 
retrieved.

The book, by Jason Aronson, was reviewed 
by Lore Dickstein, a writer and critic whose par
ents did not survive.

The editors did not use their privilege and 
reproduced the recipes unaltered, "feeling that 
to do otherwise would 'violate history'".

like in concentration camps as for instance: 
"The recipes in this book, written by Mina 

Pachter and other elderly women in conditions 
of unspeakable deprivation, recall another, bet
ter life. They evoke visions of a boisterous fam
ily gathered around a heavily carved dining 
room table laden with food, or an intimate, la- 
dies-only kaffeeklatsch in the formal living room 
or the central European Jause, the afternoon cof
fee break of bread and butter, torte or 
gugelhupf."

Your Name

By David L. Gold 
Installment No. 400
Copyright 1997, David L Gold

Concerning Women
^J^nportant 

advances in women’s 
health often emerge from the 

laboratories of scientists committed to 
“pure” or “basic” research. Increasingly in recent 

years, researchers around the world have been 
energized by the special concerns of women. The 

Weizmann Institute in Israel offers an eloquent example. 
Accomplished Weizmann researchers from many different 

disciplines are engaged in a widening spectrum of innovative 
projects bearing on women’s health. ^ Breast cancer ranks high 
on the agenda, including new magnetic resonance imaging 
techniques for detection and non-invasive diagnosis, and 
investigations of genetic and immunological breast cancer 
therapies. Other studies target ovarian and cervical cancer, new 
infertility treatments for women, new contraceptive drugs, new 

understanding of fetal development, and many other aspects 
of basic medical research. Environmental and food-related 

research make their own impact on the well-being of 
women. The needs are global. The tasks are 

urgent. Wherever scientists conduct basic 
research to enhance women’s health, 

they deserve full public and 
private support.

The Weizmann 
Institute, 
founded 
in 1934, is a 
community of 
2,400 scien

tists, engineers and scientists-in-training 
engaged in a full agenda of 850 research projects 
ranging from basic medical research in cancer,
AIDS, neurosciences and children’s diseases 

to chemistry, 
physics, 
agriculture, 
computer 
science and the 
environment.

AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR THE WEIZMANN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE
51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010 212/779-2500

Please join us at G.A. Breast Cancer Program, Monday 2 pm
n------ ^ i: >■» "It1 ri rir”,f rr‘wr* *....... ♦ r r t r * ■ * *—„*r-,.r „r ..»■ T ' ' • * ’ . / |

"Your Name," devoted to Jewish names, is conducted by David L 
Gold, founder of the Jewish Family Name File, the Jewish English Ar
chives, and the Association for the Study of Jewish Languages, and 
winner of the 1991 Directors' Award of the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies "for distinguished public service in support of genealogy." 
Additions, corrections, or other comments about this column are wel
come. Address: David L Gold, c/o The National Jewish Post and Opin
ion, 238 South Meridian St., Suite 502, Indianapolis IN 46225-1024. 
Professional advice is available in accordance with Bava Kama 85a (a 
legal-sized addressed envelope and 75 cents in loose U.S. postage should 
be included). Correspondence in a Jewish language is welcome.

Superstitions easily debunked

The June 1994 issue of Yankee Magazine, published in Dublin, 
New Hampshire, carried Edie Clark's "Every Once in a While, 
Something Happens..." about "inexplicable" images, suppos
edly of Jesus, which many residents of New England and oth
ers thought they saw in the shape of certain trees in the region.

Statistics and psychology easily explain those "images."
Since there are millions of trees and they grow in many 

ways, it's statistically likely that sooner or later you'll find that 
in one way or another part of this or that tree resembles some
thing else.

The psychological explanation is twofold. First, psycholo
gists speak of selective attention, selective perception, or selective 
recognition— we try to pay attention only to stimuli we con
sider important and we try to ignore all others. As a defense 
mechanism for shutting out unnecessary or unwanted impinge
ment of stimuli on our senses, selective perception is necessary 
for getting through life (imagine if we responded to all the 
stimuli which our senses could pick up); thus the human brain 
has an innate capacity to leam to be selectively perceptive.

An infant, not yet knowing how to be selectively percep
tive, will therefore respond, for example, to many noises (put 
an infant in the middle of a circle of people, have each person 
try in turn to attract the infant's attention, and it will indeed 
respond in one way or another to each one, immediately disre
garding the previous attention-getter as another one succeeds 
in getting its attention), but as we grow older we disregard 
stimuli we don't need or don't want. For example, in a room 
full of people divided into groups each of which is engaged in 
a conversation, you generally hear only the voices in your own 
group (unless you're eavesdropping), yet if someone in another 
group mentions your name, you're likely to hear it (even if that 
person did not pronounce it loudly) because, subconsciously, 
you have programmed your ears to hear your name.

Or, say you pass through more or less the same crowd of 
people daily (like hundreds of coworkers) and one day you 
make the acquaintance of two of them whom you had no recol
lection of ever having seen before. Soon, you will get the im
pression that "suddenly" you are seeing those two people "all 
the time." In fact, however, they had probably appeared in your 
sight many times before, but, because you have learned to be 
selectively perceptive, you had trained your eyes to ignore them. 
Thus, once you met those two people, you added their images 
to your brain's repertory of images to be recognized; hence your 
impression that, after getting acquainted, you are now seeing 
those two "many times" whereas before you "never" did.

Next week: selective perception in thesearchfbr Andrew Cunanan.

Steve Lavin gets 5-year contract
year contract at the end of 
which he will still be only 37 
years old.

"We are excited about the 
Lavin era at UCLA," said Ath
letic Director Peter Dalis.

LOS ANGELES — As a re
ward for guiding the UCLA 
Bruins to their third straight 
Pacific-10 Conference champi
onship and a 24-8 record Steve 
Lavin has been given a five-
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A remarkable klezmer violinist
By MORTON GOLD

The compact disc FIDL 
(CD4286) highlights the re
markable violin playing of 
Alicia Svigals in the context of 
a klezmer violinist. She has

excellent technical mastery of 
her instrument and in this 
area of performance she is 
surely a master in her element. 
She performs this kind of mu
sic very well indeed, although 
I wonder how good she 
would be playing straight or 
non-klezmer music.

The question is moot be
cause those who could play a 
Bach partita, for example well 
(with the possible exception of 
a Perlman) could not play this 
kind of music (klezmer) this 
way or this well. Notes may 
be notes, but some notes 
"gotta be played different!"

If you like klezmer music 
and you want to hear it fea
turing a Yiddish Neshoma 
playing the violin, then hurry 
and get this disc. It is available 
from Traditional Crossroads, 
P.O. Box 20320, Greely Square, 
New York, N.Y. 10001-9992.

What follows is a brief de
scription of the pieces on this 
disc.

My initial reaction on hear
ing the Kale Baveynen (Mak
ing the Bride Weep) was "G- 
d, can she make that fiddle 
talk." She not only plays the 
written notes but the implica
tions and the minute intervals 
between them. Talk about 
feeling and emotion! This was 
composed by Ms. Svigals. 
While I did not think the first 
selection was long enough, 
the second seemed a bit too 
long. "Baym Rebens Sude" 
(At the Rabbi's Feast) featured 
an altered piano to sound like 
a cimbalon ably played by 
Lorin Sklamberg.

No. 3 is Dem Tsaddiks 
Zemerl (The Sages Melody). 
Try and hang up your kippah 
here. Messers. Steve Greeman 
on the rhythmic violin and 
Pablo Aslan on the bass col
laborate with Ms. Svigals 
here. This is truly delightful. 
We have an ABA form which 
then unfortunately fades out

rather than ends. This piece 
leads me to wonder out loud 
in print as it were. If these art
ists were indeed playing at a 
wedding or other festive Or
thodox occasion, would the 
people in charge insist on a 
curtain or partition separating 
Ms. Svigals from the rest of 
her colleagues? Would they 
want her to dress as a man or 
what? Frum may be frum and 
I'm all for that (really) but silly 
is silly as well. Just as men and 
women can sit and pray to
gether, they can sing and play 
instrumental music without 
benefit of separation. The 
haredi may not like what I 
think, but I really no longer 
care what they think. I am a 
proud Jew and their thinking 
and their behavior is shame
ful to me. So there!

No 4 is called "Roumanian 
Fantasy No. 1. To my ears this 
sounds more Roumanian and 
less Jewish. Some musicians 
may not care for the routine 
sliding and hitting each note 
under pitch. While it may be 
appropriate in this context it 
seemed to be just a bit much 
in this selection. No. 5 is 
"Kallafash." It is in two parts 
with Steven Greenman play
ing the rhythm fiddle. While 
it features imaginative writing 
for the solo part, the same can
not be said for the lower part. 
No. 6 is "Dem Trisker Rebens 
Kohsid" (The Follower of the 
Rebbe of Trisk.) The music is 
characteristic klezmer and the 
playing artistic. Mr. Aslan 
should make a solo album of 
his own. (Speedily in our 
days.)

No. 7 (Kale-Kale Mazel 
Tov) or (Congratulations to 
the Bride) consists of several 
different dances, (a) A 
Heinisher Bulgar is by Abe 
Ellstein. (No wonder I liked it 
so), (b) Is L'Chu Neroneno 
(Let Us Rejoice) a Shabbos 
Zmiro which also sounded 
most familiar to me. (My rabbi 
frequently sings it). There is 
nothing sedate about this per
formance. (c) Beckerman 
Honga features Joshua 
Horowitz on the Tsimbl and 
this leads directly to (d) a Rou
manian Bulgarish, a real foot 
stompin' kind of piece. This 
features excellent solo and 
ensemble playing After lis
tening to this one, one 
couldn't care which gender 
one danced with or even if 
you had anyone to dance with 
at all. It may be shver zu sein a

Yid, but music like this is one 
of the perks.

No. 8 is called "Sha, Sha Di 
Shviger Kumt" (Quiet, the 
mother-in-law is coming.) 
Again with Steven Greenman. 
Mothers-in-law have a univer
sal reputation. I will not com
ment on whether the bad 
press is deserved. Again we 
have superb fiddling of a 
klezmer nature. What some 
could criticize for doing into
nation-wise, most other vio
linists could not begin to 
learn. No. 9 is Binyomele's 
Kholem or Little Benjamin's 
Dream. This is an arrange
ment from several sources by 
Ms. Svigals. It features the 
cimbalon (Tsimbl) and "flute" 
played by Matt Darriau who 
matches Ms. Svigals tech
nique note for note. Cry, 
gypsy, cry! Whatever the es
sence of the Jewish soul may 
be, many would claim that 
musically this would portray 
it.

No. 10 is the Ternovker 
Sher, written by Dave Tarrace. 
When I was a lad of around 
10 or 11 I heard Mr. Tarrace 
(and Mr. Brandwein) play in 
the Catskills. Ms. Svigals per
formed it masterfully. No, I do 
not recall it specifically, but it 
does not sound strange to me, 
either. No. 12 is Shver Un 
Shviger (Dance for the Parents 
of the Bride). It is another 
characteristic happy dance. 
Lauren Brody finally gets a 
chance to shine, likewise, the 
percussionist. If you have 
enough money, and want the 
best in klezmer music, then 
get this group. Truth to tell, 
after a while I did miss the 
requisite clarinet and trumpet 
to make the simcha complete. 
(What to do with the lady:? 
Maybe they should ask Barbra 
Streisand (Yentl)?

No. 13, Roumanian Fan
tasy No. 3 is charming if noth
ing else. This cut could just as 
easily have been used in the 
music of the Balkans reviewed 
in my last column. While a 
friendly shift to major is a 
pleasant diversion, it is not 
development. The ABA form 
is the best this has to offer. But 
then if it's formal perfection 
you are looking for, you will 
not find it here. Much as I like 
this kind of music, this is its 
major flaw.

No. 14 "Naftule Shpilt Far 
Dem Rebn" was composed by 
Naftule Brandwein. It is a fine 
example of a slow freylakhs.

The performance is first rate. 
No. 15 is a "Heimisher Sher" 
(A Homey Sher) written or 
adapted by Dave Tarrace. It 
uses the entire ensemble. It is 
incredible the number of real 
pitches Ms. Svigals can get 
from the same note. No. 16 
Benyomele's Vig-lid, (Little 
Benjamin's Lullaby) features 
Lorin Sklamberg of the faux- 
tsimbl piano. I cannot figure 
out why Ms. Svigals decided 
to end this disc with this cut 
rather than No. 15. The sound 
of the faux-piano may be au
thentic but in this kind of ac

companiment it is monoto
nous. The maxim that if it 
doesn't make it better, it 
makes it worse, comes to 
mind here.

To conclude. Ms. Svigals' 
playing may not be acceptable 
for the performance of West
ern art music. There are, how
ever, few violinists capable of 
doing what she does as well 
as she does in this style of 
playing. I confess, in some of 
the ensemble pieces I waited 
(in vain) for the entrance of the 
clarinet. This CD, however. 

Continued on page 18
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Creatinga 
Jewish future 

when you lack a 
Jewish past

I can't pinpoint exactly when my interest in Judaism began. I 
have always been fascinated by religion in general, and Judaism in 
particular. In fact, it's difficult to imagine when Judaism wasn't in 
my life. And yet I know such a time must have existed. Starting 
around third grade, I can distinctly remember checking out books 
from the library on Jewish topics. As I grew older, I was very at
tracted to Jewish friends. And by high school, I knew as much or 
more about Jewish holidays than most of my Jewish friends. For 
example, I wasn't sure how to pronounce "S-U-K-K-O-T," but at 
least I knew a little about this fall harvest holiday, while many of 
my Jewish friends did not.

As I grew and matured, so did my interest in Judaism. Was it 
just a coincidence that all of my best friends were Jewish? As a 
graduate student at Indiana University, I remember attending ser
vices at Hillel with my best friend, Joan. She frequently said that I 
had a "yiddische nesharm" and that sometimes a Jewish soul gets 
put in a gentile body by mistake.

Yet for all of my interest in Judaism, conversion never really oc
curred to me as a serious option. For me, conversion wasn't simply 
a matter of changing religious affiliation. How does one presume 
to buy into some 4,000 years of Jewish history? In short: How could 
I ever hope to pay my dues? I was thrilled when a "compelling" 
reason to convert presented itself in the form of a marriage pro
posal.

As is the custom, I made an appointment with a rabbi to make 
arrangements. I contacted Rabbi Nathan Abramowitz at Tifereth 
Israel in Washington, D.C., where we lived at the time. It's hardly 
surprising that I remember that date, since it is an important bit of 
my history. However, many others remember that date as well, since 
it made headlines across the country. My appointment was sched
uled for March 8, 1977. The day before, a small group of Hanafi 
Muslims had staged an armed takeover of three pronunent build
ings in the city: the large mosque on Massachusetts Avenue, the 
main headquarters of the D.C. government downtown, and the 
B'nai B'rith building on 16th Street.

With the poUce roadblocks on 16th Street, where both B'nai B'rith 
and the synagogue were located, I got there almost an hour late. 
When I finally arrived, everything was locked. I banged on a side 
door for several minutes before a janitor finally arrived and ush
ered me into the rabbi's study. When I walked in, the rabbi was at

By SUSAN HAWKINS SAGER
y name is Sarah Ruth bat Avraham Aveinu
v'Sarah Imenu. 1 am also Susan, the
daughter of Phyllis, the daughter of 
1 eone't)>e daughter of I aura, the daugh- 
ter Isabel. The
names the

As ,i child, I on
my Hawkins and Andrews ancestors. M y 

;|i|; mother delighted in telling us that the
Sir blood of royalty ran through our veins.

Our ancestors included a varied lot: poets, pirates, coal miners and 
kings. Many years later, I expanded my genealogy considerably. I 
became a part of a covenant that linked me to the matriarchs, Sa
rah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel, and to our forefathers, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob.

At 30,1 converted to Judaism.
As you can gather, when I think back to my childhood, there are 

no memories of the family gathering at Bubbe and Zayde's for the 
Passover seder... no images of my mother spreading her hands 
over the shabbat candles... no sensahon of the crunch of matzah or 
the sharp taste of horseradish. Instead, my memory banks hold 
some very different images.

I am what is known as a "Jew by Choice." The term "convert" is 
a bit confusing to me. It sounds like it's no more complicated than 
changing dollars to shekels. Nothing about conversion is that 
simple. On the other hand, neither is it some sort of spiritual al
chemy that changes a person's essence from one thing to another. 
Quite the contrary, Jews by Choice often describe their conversion 
as a process of finally coming home to who they are.

I came from what, in the best sense, was a quintessentially WASP 
home. As a result, I am probably the only person you've ever met 
who is a life member of both the DAR and Hadassah. There are all 
sorts of unflattering stereotypes of WASPs. They're depicted as cold, 
clannish, puritanical. With a few notable exceptions, my ancestors 
were a warm and caring lot. My grandmothers, both, were pillars 
of their churches; baking cakes for endless church socials... sewing 
hours on end for the missionaries in foreign lands... and extending 
the hand of fellowship to whomever might need it. Alehen ha-sha- 
lom. May they rest in peace, for their memory is surely for blessing.

m
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> desk and two men were seated by the window. When I heard 
i squawk of a walkie-talkie, I realized that they were plain clothes 
lice. I tried to think of something to say, anything that might be a 
version from the tremendous tension I was feeling.
"There must be easier religions to convert to," I finally quipped. 
ie rabbi smiled weakly, "There must be," he replied.
While I met with Rabbi Abramowitz many times after that, the 
n drama of that first visit created a context for my entire conver- 
m. So this is what it meant to cast my lot with the Jewish people... 
choose, and in turn, to be chosen... to spend a lifetime choosing 
er and over again.
It is now 15 years later. Our eldest child, Erica, is preparing to 
:ome a bat mitzvah. As I sit here writing, I can hear her chanting 
r haftarah in the next room. It is eerie listening to her; the timbre 
aur voices is so similar. For a moment I might even imagine that 

is some echo from my own adolescence. But, of course, it is 
t. There are no such memories for me to conjure up. Back then, I 
lg hymns, I didn't chant Torah.
low do you create a Jewish future when you lack a Jewish past? 

ive shared with you my own "credentials," and in this I am by 
leans alone. Indeed, research confirms the growing number of 

js by Choice in the United States. What I have been shocked to 
cover is that converts aren't the only ones who lack a Jewish 
t. There are a significant number of bom Jews whose Jewish 
is nominal, if not altogether nonexistent. Add to this another 

ip of Jews, who would rather trade in the past they had, and 
have a significant chunk of American Jewry today, 

admittedly, it's a challenge to build the future when you have 
>lueprint from your past, but it is by no means impossible, 
cover, there are certain basic stages involved in creating any- 
g, no matter what it is.

The first stage involves coming up with an overall vision of what 
it is you want to create. Take a moment and think about what sort 
of religious life, what sort of spiritual life, you want for yourself, 

ay people draw a blank when asked a question like that be- 
$e, frankly, they have never given it any real thought. It's ironic, 
ly: We Americans have a plan for everything. We strategize our 
jrs. We design our homes, our offices, our wardrobes. Some of 

jay a small army of consultants to design our image. And yet 
Jspend minimal, if any, time designing the one area of life that 

i inspire and energize every other area.
That the advantage of being a convert. When you are starting 

: or less from scratch, you are especially aware of the raw power 
pour choices. To a great extent, you can feel the impact each in- 
lental decision makes. The large decisions often get the most 

bntion, but it is the hundreds of small decisions that actually 
feave the fabric of life.

lis brings us to the next stage: the necessity of generating spe- 
jjc goals in line with the vision. Thinking of goals, I am reminded 

\e work of Ken Blanchard, the internationally known manage- 
it consultant who wrote the bestseller The One Minute Manager. 

Ith all due respect to Dr. Blanchard, I am not suggesting a sequel 
led The One Minute Jew. However, I am suggesting two very 
jraightforward goals for creating a Jewish future. These goals are 
ry simple and at the same time quite profound: Goal number 

iie: Do Jewish things. Goal number two: Do things Jewishly. 
Many Jews want to be more Jewish, but they don't know where 

j begin. They feel overwhelmed and a bit intimidated, and so they 
[lore or less let things slide. These goals provide you with some- 

ig concrete, something that is eminently "do-able."
Do Jewish things. That is certainly simple enough. We have a 

Dsmic "To Do" list in the 613 mitzvot. We should never underesti
mate the power of ritual in our lives. Ritual provides a sense of 
Dntinuity and cohesiveness. It creates commitment. Our children.

in particular, feel a deep sense of pride in their participation in ritual 
and a sharp pain in exclusion.

People ask me all the time if I miss Christmas and Easter. And 
while I have certainly felt wistful at times, it is nothing like the 
void I would feel without shabbat. In fact, I would be hard-pressed 
to imagine my own life without shabbat. My childhood recollec
tions of Sunday can't begin to compete with the sabbath memories 
we are making. As our family has grown, shabbat has become the 
punctuation point of our week. It is a time for our family to re
group. Our family ritual includes an extra special dinner on a beau
tifully set table, some songs, the traditional blessings over candles, 
bread and wine, and a final blessing of our children and the child 
in all of us. Every once in a while, Alan and I are so exhausted we 
want to abbreviate our routine in some way. The kids let us know 
that they will have none of it. The sabbath is special to them.

Do things Jewishly. What makes us Jewish isn't just the fact that 
we do some specifically Jewish things. It's that we do everything 
in a Jewish way. There are those who will undoubtedly argue that 
there is no such things as a "Jewish way." That contention flies in 
the face of thousands of years of teaching and tradition. How do 
we act "Jewishly?" We do so whenever we embody those values 
that Judaism holds dear — values such as kindness, compassion, 
mercy, wisdom, and justice — and this list barely scratches the sur
face of what our tradition teaches.

The next stage is to assemble any resources needed. When what 
you're creating is a Jewish future, there are three resources in par
ticular that are crucial. The first resource is a Jewish community — 
a group of people with whom you can be Jewish. The next step is 
to identify a specific group or groups within that population — a 
congregation, havurah, or whatever — with whom you can con
nect. So much of what we are and what we do is defined in terms 
of our relationship to community.

The second resource, one that is closely connected to the first, 
involves educational opportunities. You need to be close to librar
ies, classes, and study groups so that you can continue your Jewish 
learning on a lifelong basis. This holds true for all Jews, whatever 
their background, but it is particularly true for those of us who lack 
a Jewish past.

The last resource, and the one I feel most strongly about, involves 
the presence of mentors in our lives. We wouldn't hesitate to use 
the best trainers, coaches and consultants in any other area of our 
life. In our Jewish life, as well, we need people who will encourage, 
inspire and support our efforts. There's no need to feel awkward 
about seeking out such assistance. Overall, people are flattered to 
be asked and are only too happy to help out. And hopefully, one 
day it will be our turn to act as someone else's mentor.

And now we've reached the final stage: implementation. This is 
probably the most Jewish of all the stages, since it invariably trans
lates as, "So go and do already." It is almost inevitable that the more 
one does Jewishly, the more comfortable one becomes with being 
Jewish.

Fifteen years ago, when I met with the Bet Din and immersed 
myself in the waters of the mikveh, I became a Jew by Choice. Over 
the years, I have come to realize that we are all Jews by Choice. 
Every one of us must confront the kind of Jewish life we create for 
ourselves, either deliberately or by default.

The author is co-president, along with her husband Alan, of Congrega
tion Agudas Achim in Austin, Texas. (Reprinted from the United Syna
gogue Reviews.)
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A study marks Gryn anniversary

LONDON — A study to mourning period, was a dem-
mark the first anniversary of onstration of the scholarship 
the death of Rabbi Hugh Gryn 
brought 150 people to West

Rabbi Maurice Michaels. "We 
were honored to pay tribute to 

day, like last year's program a revered colleague." 
at the end of the 30-day

London Synagogue where he 
had been senior rabbi. "This

and educational leadership of 
Progressive rabbis," said

Tuition $7,300 
at day school

DETROIT —Tuition at the 
Hillel Day School has in
creased by $150 to a total of 
$7,300 or $6,700 depending on 
income. A five percent dis
count is permitted for more 
than two students.

WURZWEILER
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

Committed to 
Jewish Communal 
Social Service?

Wurzweiler School 
of Social Work 
is for you!
• Certificate in Jewish Communal Service 

earned together with M.S.W.

• Innovative full- and part-time programs 
of study

• Internships throughout North America 
and Israel

• Joint program with UJA-Federation of 
New York

• No scheduled activities on the Sabbath 
and major religious holidays

• Scholarships and loans available

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Director of Admissions

XV' Vli ^LJIHI Wurzweller School of Social Work 
Yeshiva University 
2495 Amsterdam Avenue 
New York, NY 10033-3299 
Phone: (219) 960-0810 Fax: (212) 960-0822

Gutmann on Art

The Band

By JOSEPH GUTMANN
MAPPOT...blessed be who 

comes: THE BAND IN JEW
ISH TRADITION (Osna- 
brueck, 1997) is a major exhi
bition that is currently on dis

play in such German cities as 
Munich, Wuerzburg, Frank
furt and Osnabrueck. The 
handsome catalog accompa
nying the exhibit depicts and 
describes 75 objects on view in 
the show.

The catalog focuses on the 
essentially German-Jewish 
practice of making a wimple 
out of the swaddling cloth that 
had been used at a boy's cir
cumcision. The cloth was cut 
into four pieces, stitched to 
form a binder, and embroi
dered with the boy's name, 
the date of his birth, and the 
pious wish that he grow up to 
study Torah, get married, and 
perform good deeds. These 
binders, which were used to 
wrap around the Torah, were 
especially prevalent in such 
18th-20th-century rural com

munities as Franconia and 
Swabia. Here, as in other 
places, the Jews, who had 
been driven out of the larger 
German urban communities 
during the 15th and 16th cen
turies, were forced to settle in 
small rural communities.

The origin of this custom is 
obscure. It may have been 
adapted from the Taufwindel 
(the Catholic baptismal 
binder).

The oldest surviving 
wimple was recently found in 
the genizah of the former 
Westheim, Franconia syna
gogue. It is dated Wednesday, 
Nov. 19,1608 (the equivalent 
of 11 Kislev 369).

The catalog describes the 
delicate process of conserving 
the newly-found Wimpeln 
(wimples), and the medieval 
square Ashkenazi script used 
in the embroidery. Several es
says describe the discovery of 
Wimpeln in former syna
gogues, such as those of 
Meckenheim, Ichenhausen 
and Weyer.

The catalog gives the his
tory of 1,564 Czech Torah 
scrolls, now housed in the 
Westminster synagogue of 
London, and details the cul
ture of rural Franconian, 
Swabian and Alsatian Jewish 
communities. Included is an

Continued on next page

Misconceptions

Sober dress for mourning
By RABBI REUVEN BULKA 

Misconception: Mourners 
should wear black clothing.

In mourning, one's dress

M. Gold
Continued from page 15 

features the violin playing of 
Ms. Svigals, and it is well that 
it does. She is a major artist in 
her field. This is her show, and

should not be a matter of con
cern. Obviously, it is inconsis
tent with the melancholy feel
ing of mourning to dress in 
loud, bright colors. Subdued 
colors—brown, blue, or black 
— are more consistent with 
how one feels, with the mood 
one should feel. But there is no 
specific obligation to wear 
only black clothing.

she did it "her way." Yasher 
Koach.

Morton Gold may be reached 
at 12 Avenue B, Rutland, VT 
05701-4503. r
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Off the record words worry Weizman
By RABBI SAMUEL SILVER

Israel's president, Ezer 
Weizman, is being loudly be
rated by conservatives. He 
was quoted as saying to Sec
retary of State Albright:

"Knock together the heads of 
Bibi and Assad, or drag them 
off to Camp David."

Weizman was embar
rassed when his words were 
publicized. He spoke them off 
the record and is miffed that 
they were leaked by some 
American aides to Albright. 
Now the Likudites are openly 
saying that Weizman will 
never get another term, al
though according to a front
page story in the Algemeiner 
Journal, he has indicated that 
he will campaign for one.

Gershon Jacobson feted

The 25th anniversary of the 
Algemeiner Journal was elabo
rately celebrated at a gala ban
quet in Manhattan's Hilton 
Hotel. Hundreds attended the 
event which included salutes 
to editor Gershon Jacobson 
and the cause of "Yiddishkeit." 
The chief rabbi of Russia was 
there and visitors from all 
over the country. Elie Wiesel 
was the honorary chairman. 
The toastmaster was Malcolm 
Hoenlein, exec of the confer
ence of presidents of Jewish 
organizations.

One of the speakers was 
Marcus Katz, a Mexico City

Gutmann
Continued from prev. page 

article dealing with illustrate 
mohel books, which began t 
appear in the late 16th centur 

The catalog describes th 
Hollekreisch ceremony usi 
ally held on the fourth sabbat 
following the child's birtl 
After sabbath services, chi 
dren were invited to th 
baby's home; they encircle 
the child's cradle, lifted it an 
shouted: "Hollekreiscl
Hollekreisch, what shall w 
call the child?"

philanthropist who is a friend 
of the paper's editor. The 
world of Orthodoxy was on 
hand, as were political lead
ers, synagogue presidents, 
and many readers of the 
newspaper. Wiesel revealed 
that when the Yiddish Morning 
Journal expired, he urged the 
Forward to hire Jacobson (who 
had written for that paper), 
but the Forward demurred, 
declaring they didn't want a 
writer with a beard. In honor 
of the event, the Journal pub
lished a 64-page supplement, 
replete with reprints of some 
of the paper's past articles and

loaded with paid announce
ments huzzahing Jacobson 
and the paper, "the greatest 
Jewish newspaper in the 
world," according to Dr. 
Norman Lamm, president of 
Yeshiva University-

Bloomgarten's Bible

His name was Solomon 
Bloomgarten, his pen name 
was Yehoash. He was a poet 
par excellence, lyrically glori
fying Jews and Judaism. But 
he won immortality by his 
translation of the entire Bible 
in Yiddish, thereby rediscov

ering many Yiddish words 
and idioms. The translation 
took him ten years. As a 16- 
year-old he came to see the 
great Y.L. Peretz in Warsaw, 
with some of his poetic cre
ations. Peretz was impressed. 
Two years later he reached 
New York and began to pro
duce poesy galore.

Many of his contemporar
ies dealt with social condi
tions in the U.S., but Yehoash 
stressed his affection for his 
people and his faith. In the 
Forward, Chanah and Joseph 
Mlotek do a profile of him on 
the occasion of his 70th

yahrzeit. They reproduce 
three of his poems. In one of 
them he writes that there's a 
flower that never withers. 
What is it? "Leebe tau dem folk," 
"Love of my people." His 
dates are 1870-1927.

Ashkenaz festiva l

Toronto was the setting of 
an 8-day "Festival of 
Ashkenaz Culture" recently. 
Lectures, films, displays, con
certs, children's parades, 
klezmer offerings attracted 
hundreds of people. Many of 

Continued on page 28

Be part of a success story

The State of Israel
Israel - it’s one of the greatest 
success stories of the twentieth 
century. Helped by the economic 
resources of Israel bonds, Israel has 
been transformed into a global 
leader in many fields of human 
endeavor. It boasts a talented, skilled and 
educated workforce of world-class scientists,

3901 West 86th Street, Suite 410 
Indianapolis, IN 46268
317-876-7074

engineers and doctors...State-of- 
the-art technology and innovative 

scientific institutions...and the 
promise of a secure and peaceful 
future. Israel is an ongoing success 

story in which all Jews can share 
through Israel Bonds - securities which link your 
future to the excitement of 21st century Israel.

kUNG ,

575 Lexington Avenue, Suite 600 
New York, NY 10022-6195

800-229-9650

Thu is noi an oflering, which can be made only by prospectus.
Read it carefully before investing.

Development Corporation for Israel/State of Israel Bonds
Member NASD, SIPC
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Holy cat faithful to rabbi
By YAACOV LURIA

We never kept a dog when 
I was a boy on the East Side of 
New York in the early 1920s, 
but we had cats. Usually a cat 
stayed with us for a few

warmth of the coal stove in 
our kitchen. That was why, 
late one cold winter afternoon, 
she sent me out to look for a

weeks, and then my mother 
got rid of it. A tomcat named 
Taryag was an exception. He 
could have stayed with us for
ever. My mother never would 
have put him out.

My mother was no lover of 
animals, certainly not of cats. 
"Cats are sneak thieves," she 
used to say. "Treat them like 
sabbath guests, stuff them full 
of fish heads and chicken legs. 
Then turn your back for a 
minute, and they rob your 
table clean." Yet my mother 
had to put up with cats; she 
disliked mice even more. As 
soon as the weather turned 
cold, the mice came out of 
their holes to share the

I happened to meet the 
shammash of a synagogue 
around the corner who was 
looking for men to make up a 
minyan for minhah. He made 
me a gift of a black tomcat 
with a white face which lived 
a lonely life in the basement 
of the synagogue. "This cat 
has been here since he was a 
newborn kitten," the sexton 
explained. "But he should be 
with a family. He's an unusual 
cat."

The shammash had not ex
aggerated. After supper, that 
very first night, the tomcat 
caught a mouse, played with 
it gently for a while, then let it 
run back into its hole.

"What kind of foolish cat 
did you bring me?" my 
mother demanded of me.

"Why foolish?" cried my 
father, who was a keen stu
dent of the Talmud. "This cat, 
it's plain to see, obeys the sixth 
commandment: Thou shall not 
kill."

"Then we have not a cat, 
but a tzaddik, a saint who ob

serves the taryag mitzvot, all 
the 613 religious duties of a 
pious Jew," said my mother 
sarcastically, mimicking my 
father's Talmudic singsong.

"That's a good name — 
Taryag!" I broke in. "Let's call 
the cat, 'Taryag.'" I knew that 
"Taryag" stood for Hebrew 
letters which add up numeri
cally to 613.

"Call him 'Taryag' if you 
want," my mother agreed. 
"Just let him keep the mice 
away and stay off my table."

The next day my mother 
left a plate full of chopped 
liver on her kitchen table 
while she went down to the
yard to hang up a tubful of 
clothes. Taryag stayed by the 
stove, purring and playing 
with a string.

When my father came 
home from work that evening, 
my mother announced, "The 
Messiah will come soon! 
Taryag didn't steal my 
chopped liver. Have I found 
an honest cat?"

"A cat that doesn't kill 
won't steal either," said my 
father. "It's the eighth com
mandment."

"Nonsense! If we give him 
time, he'll show his sneaky cat

Hanukkah Specials!

“MMe
INTERACTIVE IMVMT MTZVJUICMOM
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NEW! Navigating the Bible 
CD-ROM lor Windows 95 
Only $99
Every word of the Chumaeh and 
Haftarot-compiete with sound, on one 
CD-ROM!
Also includes:
* Helpful transliteration
* Torah/Haftarah blessings
* English translation
* Automatic calendar for calculating 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah dates and Torah 
readings

Navigating the Bible is the perfect gift 
for anyone who wants to learn how to 
chant the Torah and Haftarot, from 
the budding Bar/Bat Mitzvah student 
to the interested adult.

Hanukkah Activity Center 
CD-ROM for Windows
Only $29.95
* Includes 0 great activities!
* team the Hanukkah bieseingel 
’ Spin the dreldel!

'(a* Play fun-filled gameel 
It's the perfect family gift, 
packed with music, color, and 
funl

NEW!
mpt

CD-ROM for Windows
Only $39.95
Great guide to Kosher cooking, with 
hundreds of mouth-watering kosher 
recipes
* Speedy search finds any recipe in 

seconds
* Auto-scaling feature adjusts recipe 

size for different quantities
* Beautifully illustrated, with gorgeous 

color photos

To order, or to get a FREE copy of Davka's 
ALL-NEW software catalog call: 800-621 -8227

. Phone: 773-465-4070 * Fax (773) 262-9298
^±^aVKa Email: Davkacotp@aol.com* Web: www.davka.com
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nature yet," said my mother.
But Taryag seemed to have 

made up his mind to put all 
the other cats in the world to 
shame. Once my cousin Maxie 
brought his bulldog into our 
kitchen. The dog snapped and 
snarled at Taryag, but the cat 
just sat calmly and stared 
down the dog's fury. My fa
ther remarked, "I am re
minded of Aaron in the Bible, 
of whom it was said in Ethics 
of the Fathers, ‘Ohev shalom 
v'ro.lef shalom — he loves 
peace and pursues it.'"

And Taryag honored the 
Sabbath. As soon as my 
mother set the candlesticks on 
the table on Friday afternoon, 
he would begin scrubbing 
himself with his paws until his 
white face glistened. After
wards, when my father came 
home from shul and made 
kiddush, Taryag would jump 
up on a chair and purr his 
amen. Then he would eat his 
gefilte fish and wriggle his 
whiskers appreciatively as we 
sang z'mirot.

My mother wasn't a per

son who liked to be proved 
wrong, so she kept insisting 
that Taryag was just a better 
hypocrite than other cats. Still 
I noticed that she took care not
to put his meat scraps into his 
milk saucer, for a cat like
Taryag would of course be 
fussy about kashrut. But when 
he brought home a dirty, 
starved-looking little kitten 
and let it drink his ration of 
milk, my mother was won 
over at last.

"Taryag is a cat with a
heart," she admitted. "He 
knows how great is the 
mitzvah of hospitality to way
farers. Mice or no mice, this 
cat deserves a home."

Now, just when we had a 
cat which fitted us like a well-
worn pair of shoes, what do 
you think happened? Taryag 
disappeared!

My mother would let him 
out every evening, for Taryag 
was no hermit. He had many 
friends and liked to meet them 
for a chat among the garbage 
cans. Perhaps for a male cat he 

Continued on page 28

Kushner is “home
By JANICE FINE

Rabbi Harold Kushner is best 
known for his inspiring book, 
When Bad Things Happen to 
Good People, written after the 
couple's tragedy, the death of

"Our congregation strives 
to be both traditional and in-

their beloved son, Aaron. An
other of his books is To Life: A 
Celebration of Jewish Being 
and Thinking. He was a Visit
ing Professoral Clark University 
and The Jewish Theological Semi
nary.

"I am now a member of 
Temple Israel, where I served 
for 24years. Rabbi Daniel 
LIben is beginning his sixth 
year.

novative. We are one of the 
few suburban Boston congre
gations that read the entire 
Torah portion on Shabbat 
morning instead of the trien
nial cycle. At the same time, 
we are egalitarian regarding 
the participtucn of women in 
services.

"We are most proud of our 
volunteers, both adult and 
teenage, who prepare and 
read the Torah portion each 
week. We don't have a profes
sional Torah reader.

"We have a committee, the 
Ark Builders, who spend each 
summer volunteering their 
time, chipping in for materi
als to build synagogue "furni
ture" such as an ark, a lectern, 
a tallit holder, and a bulletin 
board.

"It is a particular pleasure 
to be a temple member where 
you have served as the rabbi."

“7
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For your next concert, fundraising program or special event, treat 
your audience to a unique, unforgettable performance of Jewish, 

Israeli, Contemporary, Broadway and Liturgical music by

IRA HE
Ira has been a featured 
performer at world-class 
venues, including

Madison Square Garden

Carnegie Had
■ V V.
Lincoln Center

Town Hall

Shea Stadium

Mann Auditorium,
Tel Aviv

Binyanni Haumma, 
Jerusalem

For more 
information about 
Ira’s availability, or to 
purchase one of his 
many recordings, call

1-800-778-8323
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Can we trust each other?
By SAMSON KRUPNICK

We wrote in a previous col
umn about a rather strange 
conflict between the Reform 
and Conservative congre
gants in the United States and

the current "status quo" in Is
rael wherein most religious 
procedures are directed by the 
Chief Rabbinate via Religious 
Councils and with the Minis
try for Religious affairs. Bas
ing their claims on "demo
cratic rights," the Americans 
insist on membership in the 
Religious Councils, Reform 
and Conservative Rabbinic 
recognition with full rights for 
conversions and for perform
ing marriage ceremonies. In 
our previous column we

termed these demands as 
"much ado about very little."

In the United States, the 
Reform and Conservative 
congregants exceed those of 
the Orthodox synagogues, al
beit all these groups together 
represent no more than about 
35 percent of the Jewish popu
lation. Regretfully, the other 
65 percent are unaffiliated. In 
Israel, the Reform and Conser
vative regular membership 
are infinitesimal as compared 
to the complex of Israel's 
population which is now 
some 90 percent traditional in 
various degrees. Seemingly 
the Reform and Conservative 
want representation in Israel 
based not on their presence in 
Israel, but rather on their pre
sumed strength and influence 
in the United States. That is 
democracy? Ben Gurion once 
answered a similar complaint 
with a sharp reply: "Come 
make aliya to Israel, then your 
voice will be heard. From 
America, your voice is but a 
whisper."

What broke the status quo 
was a Supreme Court ruling 
that a Reform woman could 
be a member of the Haifa Re
ligious Council. The rabbinate 
objected to the court interfer
ing in religious matters, and 
the court responded suggest
ing legislative guidance, un
necessary in the past 50 years. 
The Reform and Conservative 
prepared further court re
quests, and the religious par
ties supported by the coalition 
prepared two laws which 
would exclude any such court 
action.

Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu appointed a spe
cial committee headed by 
Minister of Finance, Professor 
Yaakov Ne'eman, and includ
ing one representative each 
from the Reform and the Con
servative. After some 40 ses
sions, a tentative proposal was 
in the making wherein mar
riages could be performed by 
a Reform or Conservative 
rabbi according to halacha 

Continued on page 29

The French have a saying: "Plus (a change, plus c'est la meme 
chose." If you don't know what that means, read on.

In our closets we have a fairly large number of simple wire 
clothes hangers. They're fine for jackets and the like, but trou
sers draped over the wire for a fairly long time acquire a crease 
in the wrong place. Hence we fold over the wire a fairly thick 
coating of newspaper, and this provides the broader cushion 
which prevents a crease.

The other day I remarked that the papers were turning yel
low, and decided to replace them with fresh white newspapers. 
As I removed the old, I glanced at the outdated headlines — 
and got a shock. The papers were yellow all right, and the dates 
were almost all from 1993, four years ago, but the headlines 
read as if they came from this week's papers. Look at these:

"U.S. Pushing for Peace Talks to Resume at End of Month." 
The date: Feb. 4,1993

"Court: Interior Ministry Must Recognize Reform Conver
sions." That one is dated Feb. 15, 1993.

"Gaza Sealed after Terror Attack in Tel Aviv." The date: March 
2,1993.

"Kiryat Shmona Residents Take Shelter - 'Better Safe Than 
Sorry'". Date: Oct. 29,1992

"America Wakes Up to Muslim Terror." That was dated 
March 12,1993, a couple of weeks after the World Trade Center 
bombing. It looks like America has gone to sleep again.

This one has nothing to do with Israel, but is appropriate to 
our theme. The March 9,1993, headline read: "All or Nothing 
for Yeltsin on Eve of Congress."

"March 30,1993: "Golan Kibbutz Continues to Thrive De
spite Uncertain Future of Region."

"Demonstrations Against Government Continue," only this 
time it was right wing groups protesting policies of the Rabin 
government - March 22,1993

Continued on page 24
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Social Calendar
By Jean Herschaft

They were like the two Yeshiva boys they were some 30 years 
ago in Boro Park, Brooklyn — Alan Dershowitz and Leon 
Chamey — reminiscing on the old days when they were on 
two opposing Orthodox yeshiva schools basketball games. It 
led to both joining in unison today chanting cantorial gems. 
They lived in the still Orthodox neighborhood within blocks of 
each other, Dershowitz said.

The very warm exchange was on cable TV, on Oct. 26 at 2 
p.m. on the very entertaining Leon Chamey Report, a weekly 
feature that Chamey produces, hosts and plays an indispens
able part as star with a weekly guest he interviews.

Another notable Orthodox national figure. Rabbi Irving 
Greenberg, was another youth in those old days. "He was my 
camp leader," said Dershowitz. "Irving's dad was a rabbi, too," 
Chamey added. Greenberg was identified as a liberal Ortho
dox Jew, by both, as is his wife, Blu Greenberg. It's his brand 
of Orthodoxy, the center-of-the-road type, that is what is needed 
to keep or try to, a unity framework of the Jewish community, 
both shared in praise.

Dershowitz predicted that in the next millennium it will be 
the Orthodox Jew who will prevail. With a large family of chil
dren, tight rule on their education in contrast to lax American 
Jews, who may survive into the future, but will be mostly uni
dentified with Jewish organizations and with the rise of inter
marriage, Dershowitz was saying, predicting it will be more 
like 53 percent, as the year 2000 rolls around.

Chamey, who played a key role in the Camp David Accords, 
then asked candidly, "Didn't one of your sons intermarry?"

Without any hesitation, "Yes, he married an Irish Catholic 
girl named Barbara and I love her." Dershowitz said that their 
children will know all about Judaism, "invited to share all of 
the Jewish holidays and the Sabbath in our home... "

"Last Passover we had 51 guests at the seder, including my 
daughter-in-law Barbara and her young daughter. My mother, 
who still lives in Boro Park, was there too."

He had revealed that his mom, when initially told of his son's 
betrothal, did not take it well. But she did come to the wedding 
and the seder. That was in reply to Chamey's initial query "Did 
your family sit 'shiva' (in mourning) over the marriage?" go
ing on in explanation to non-Jewish viewers what he was refer
ring to. He then asked his guest, "What kind of Jew are you?"

While admitting he did not practice all of the traditional 
rules, Dershowitz ticked off some of those he does: "We respect 
the sabbath. I don't work then. We eat kosher in and out of our 
home. We observe all the Jewish holidays when all of the fam
ily is invited to attend. And I read the scriptures and especially 
the Responses, repeatedly.

"Next term at my classes at Harvard U., I am preparing les
sons based on the Responsa. It is so well versed that it answers 
many of the situations confronting us today."

Continued on page 27
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Shalohhhm!
By MARY HOFMANN

You simply haven't lived 
until you've spent the morn
ing with ten middle aged 
women doing Jewish yoga. As 
the new feature in our ever

expanding repertoire of Jew
ish religious experiences, I'd 
give this one at least an 8. If 
you were to walk by and 
merely observe it, however, 
you'd probably laugh yourself 
right through shabbat.

Our new student rabbi, 
Amy, is a certified yoga in
structor who offered to intro
duce yoga movements into 
our traditionally thin (as in 
numbers, not in persons) Sat
urday morning services. The 
idea was to introduce ele
ments of yoga, an ancient 
Hindu system of movement 
intended to strengthen the 
mind and body, to achieve

peace of mind as a prelude to 
prayer.

Our first attempt was held 
in an empty classroom at the 
local Methodist Church, 
which was also holding some 
kind of carnival and was bulg
ing at the seams (as were sev
eral of us).

We filed in hesitantly and 
arranged ourselves in rows, a 
veritable garden of shapes 
and sizes arrayed unattrac
tively in sweats (the chubby 
person's answer to exercise 
attire). At the head stood Amy, 
tall and slender, supple and 
flexible as a willow branch.

Our first task was to lower 
ourselves into a lotus position, 
which for those of us shaped 
more like rutabagas and mel
ons was perhaps the greatest 
physical challenge we had ex
perienced in some time.

Once situated, with legs 
folded as neatly as tuberous 
body parts allow, we learned 
to breathe using our lower 
abdomen and back muscles 
(yes, really).

Simultaneously, we had to 
relax various body parts with
out tipping over like punch
ing dolls.

Having developed some 
level of focus, as well as aches 
in unfamiliar muscles, we 
segued into the service, which 
mixed familiar prayers and 
melodies with occasional 
yogish diversions. My per
sonal favorite involved 
Hebraicising (is that a word?) 
the familiar yoga sound "o-h- 
m" into "shalo-o-h-m-m," a 
sort of mantra probably 
alarming to passersby attend
ing the Methodist carnival. 
Amazingly, no one laughed.

Most of us actually did 
well until the Plow, its very 
name an unfortunate fore
shadowing of the fate of our 
little garden. Amy demon
strated. One begins the Plow 
lying on one's back (our only 
moment of group profi
ciency).

Amy then slowly raised 
her legs, held straight and to
gether, until she was virtually 
balanced on her shoulder 
blades, toes to the heavens. 
We were in awe.

She held the position for a 
breathtaking amount of time, 
then continued on, slowly 
lowering her toes toward her

Continued on page 27
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One-sided report shames PBS
By SUSAN RUBIN WEINTROB

Recently, PBS broadcast a 
program titled, "On the Brink 
of Peace." Moderated by Abba 
Eban, the program was osten
sibly an impartial documen

tary on the Oslo Accords and 
its current status. What 
puzzled me immediately was 
why PBS would select a radi
cal politico who has never 
been in the mainstream of Is
raeli politics.

The result was one for 
which PBS has been criticized 
previously: a glaringly one
sided, stereotypical presenta
tion of religious Jews from a 
far-left liberal perspective. 
The routine condemnations of 
religious Jews and those who 
support Israel's largest con
servative party were mouthed 
by the main spokespersons on 
this hour-long program.

Introducing himself as an

Israeli statesman, Eban ne
glected to mention his Labor 
Party affiliation. Anyone who 
has followed Middle Eastern 
politics is aware that Eban has 
placed himself at the extrem
ist edge of Labor, close to ex
tremists like Yael Dayan or 
Shulamit Aloni; of course, 
most PBS viewers are not 
aware of this.

The PBS program was typi
cally Eban: a professional, el
egant veneer that presents his 
opponents as offensive and 
alternative solutions as bar
baric. Throughout the pro
gram, Eban, in his well-modu
lated British accent, postured 
that Oslo has "transformed 
the political realities of the 
Middle East." Unfortunately, 
Eban's platform has little to do 
with these realities. Eban, 
more aligned with Palestinian 
ideology and ambitions than 
any Labor platform, presents 
the PLO as the good guys and 
Likud as the bad guys. PA 
(Palestinian Authority) repre
sentatives spoke in dignified 
English about their political 
aspirations. Hamas was rep
resented by a collegiate fellow 
who was a newspaper editor.

Eban’s presentation of

Likud alternatives is scornful. 
Labor's opponents, "funda
mentalist" Jews, are enemies 
of peace. Throughout the pro
gram, religious Jews are 
filmed in screaming, violent 
demonstrations. Eban sup
ports peace's "real" propo
nents: Peres, Arafat, Ashwari, 
Alaa, Hussein, Mubarak—no 
one else on the program was 
allowed to offer a viable 
method for finding peace. 
Likud politics were character
ized as moving citizens to "in
citement and hysteria." Eban 
ignored the move of the ma
jority of Israeli Jews away 
from Labor in current elec
tions. He glossed over suc
cessful efforts by the conser
vative party's Menachem Be
gin, considered in a recent Is
raeli poll to be its best prime 
minister.

Like subliminal advertis
ing, the message produced 
went far beyond the rhetoric 
used.

PBS's chosen segments of 
Likud rallies included pro
tests, tire burning and reli
gious Jews screaming and 
pushing police. The sound 
bites consisted of shouting 
and pounding noises. Imme
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diately afterward, while 
Netanyahu was shown speak
ing at a rally, Eban voiced over 
the noise: "Likud and the right 
organized increasingly hostile 
demonstrations."

After these "right wing" 
inciters were shown, the cam
era switched to a Labor rally. 
The background shouting is 
gone, replaced by singing. We 
see banners of "Peace Now," 
with a smiling Rabin and 
Peres, and other leaders, arm 
in arm. Then, shots ring out, 
when " a religious law student 
opposed to the peace process" 
murders Rabin. The connec
tion has been made that Likud 
and their "extremists" were 
behind this violence. No men
tion was made that every Or
thodox organization, as well 
as Likud, condemned the as
sassination.

PBS chose certain voices to 
express concern over Rabin's 
death: King Hussein, Presi
dent Clinton, Yasser Arafat. 
No Likud representative or 
religious Jew was heard. In
stead, Eban's voice noted the 
"shame" most Israelis felt that 
"Jewish fundamentalists" rep
resented a portion of the Is
raeli nation. Scenes of Islamic 
Jihad and other Palestinian 
"fundamentalists" were 
shown next, opposing the 
Oslo Accord. Eban links Jew
ish and Muslim "fundamen
talists" as opponents of peace 
while failing to state that 
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad 
have been the source of almost 
all the terrorist activity in Is
rael, while religious Jews have 
rarely engaged in terrorism.

Disregarding these num
bers, Eban tells us, with back
ground scenes of Palestinians 
marching peacefully, and qui
etly electing leaders, that, 
"Oslo had promised change, 
possible statehood... [but] 90 
percent of the West Bank was 
still in Israeli hands. The Pal
estinian goal was still frustrat- 
ingly distant." Clearly, the
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"Jewish extremists," against 
Palestinian statehood, are the 
problem to be dealt with. 
Eban neglects to mention that 
more terrorist killings of Jews 
are reported to have occurred 
under the Rabin-Peres gov
ernments than any other gov
ernment.

Smoothly, Eban has made 
the point that religious Jews 
are the enemies of peace. He 
has shown Arab leaders, him
self, and Labor on the side of 
progress and civilizing forces. 
Clearly, he sees only one path 
to peace — through Labor and 
Oslo. Now, he sees "reconcili
ation and mutual recogni
tion." Now, he sees an end to 
"Israeli occupation" of Arab 
lands. Now, he sees an end to 
"five decades of enmity."

I say to him, "Poppycock!"
The problem with Eban's 

presentation of peace through 
Oslo is that it has never hap
pened.

Arab terror has intensified 
since the Labor government's 
negotiations in Norway. The 
PLO has never removed from 
its covenant the goal of de
struction of Israel and has 
been shown to have aided re
cent terrorists. As well, Egyp
tian government-controlled 
newspapers have escalated 
their anti-Semitic voice, ac
companied by ugly stereo
typical cartoons, reminiscent 
of the Nazi periodical Der 
Sturmer.

Still, Eban continues his 
diatribe. He ignores the impli
cations of the views of Haiden 
Abed El Shaffi, a Palestinian 
negotiator in the failed 
Madrid conference, who 
stated on this program: "We 
claim all of the occupied ter
ritories, including East Jerusa
lem." El Shaffi continues by 
proclaiming that any Israeli 
presence there is "illegal" and 
that the only way to have 
peace is for Israel to leave the 
area. PBS viewers are prob- 

Contmued on page 26
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"Interior Minister Aryeh Deri to be Chained — Allegedly 

Took Bribes, Breached Public Trust and Committed Fraud." That 
was on June 21,1993 - and the trial is still going on.

"New Approaches to Peace Talks Suggested." June 18,1993. 
"Christopher: Peace Thlks are U.S. Priority." June 8,1993

That's enough. I'm throwing them all out and replacing them 
on our wire hangers with 1997 papers whose headlines read 
substantially the same.

Now you know what the French aphorism means. C.A.



November 5. 1997 NAT 25

Judaism with a soul, even for godless
By RHODA BLECKER

Community involve
ment... ethical living... larger 
Jewish families... prayer... 
anti-Semitism... rabbi... di
etary laws... kashrut...God... 
Jews must help fellow man... 
militant Jewry... Torah—^Jew
ish law... tzedakah... study... 
Jewish Federation... ritual... 
Jews must marry other Jews... 
synagogue... Jewish family... 
Shabbat... state of Israel.

Which two of these 20 
choices, the speaker asked, 
would be most likely to en
sure Jewish survival in the 
next 50 years?

It was the annual retreat of 
our Women's Division volun
teer board, a learning-to- 
work-with-one-another ses 
sion at Brandeis-Bardin, in the 
Simi Valley just north of Los 
Angeles. I had been asked to 
be second speaker, addressing 
the issue of "Finding Spiritu
ality in Judaism."

Bringing the idea of Jewish 
spirituality to mainstream 
groups is never easy, and as I 
watched the two dozen par
ticipants, divided into five 
sub-groups to work on the 
choices for Jewish survival, I 
realized this presentation 
would be no easier than any 
of the others I have done. One 
group after another discarded 
the "God" choice fairly easily 
and sometimes even as the 
first choice to go.

I wasn't surprised that 
happened. These were uni
formly rational and commu
nity-minded women who 
would never have thought of 
exploring Buddhism in a 
search for fulfillment, as have 
so many other Jews these 
days. They do not come from 
a kind of seeker philosophy 
which motivates other of their 
co-religionists to join medita
tion classes, Jewish Renewal 
congregations, or Kabbalah 
study groups. They are also 
good, decent women, some of 
whom have watched their 
children fall away or convert 
out.

One of the most commu
nity-minded women I know, 
a financial supporter of the 
synagogue she's belonged to 
for years, told me a horrifying 
story about someone she says 
she knows: "She was a big 
giver, involved in community 
action, but not deeply in
volved in services or ritual 
observances. A social Jew, not 
a religious one. Her daughter 
was given a bom-again Chris
tian for a roommate in college, 
and the roommate made ev
ery effort to convert the 
daughter. The daughter re

sisted, and resisted, and then 
she converted. My friend was 
very upset and asked her 
daughter why she had aban
doned Judaism. The girl told 
her that it was something she 
read in the literature of the 
bom-again group that really 
spoke to her. When her 
mother asked her what it was, 
she answered "Thou shall 
love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your 
might."

There is a chance, of 
course, that the story is apoc
ryphal. I really hope it is. I've 
been hearing for years now 
how important it is for us to 
define Judaism broadly 
enough so that those of us 
who don't believe in God can 
still remain committed Jews. 
But what about those who do 
believe?

I heard again how impor
tant it is to make room for 
those who don't believe in 
God when I was at Brandeis- 
Bardin, and the women dis
cussing Jewish survival ruled 
out God as an option.

I think it's a decision that 
needs to be reconsidered.

When the speaker de
briefed the exercise, the Jew
ish family and the state of Is
rael were the big winners. To
rah got one vote out of a pos
sible ten; ritual got two. God 
got none. But if the Jewish 
family, the state of Israel, and 
ritual are not based on 
"I'sheym sharmyim" (the sake 
of heaven), then on what 
foundation are we building 
them?"

My presentation to the 
group was scheduled for after 
lunch, but just before we were 
dismissed to go to lunch, I 
asked the women to think 
during lunch about the saying 
of Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel: "God is of no impor
tance unless he is of supreme 
importance."

I talk about spiritual expe
rience not to people who are 
starved for it but to people 
who may have never consid
ered it part of a Jewish life, 
who believe that God belongs 
to the Orthodox or the Chris
tians, two groups irrational 
enough or unsophisticated 
enough to take God seriously. 
1 speak to modem, generally 
affluent, well-intentioned 
groups of Jews, many of 
whom think they have never 
had a spiritual experience in 
their lives. They are, after all 
rational people, and spiritual
ity isn't rational. They are ac
customed to linear thinking.

organized argument; spiritu
ality is neither linear nor or
ganized. They are accustomed 
to their Judaism being a com
munal — perhaps deeply 
communal — experience; 
spirituality is personal.

In addition to the above, I 
believe that most of them have 
rabbis who distrust spiritual
ity. It is, as I just pointed out, 
personal. That raises the spec
tre of people finding it in some 
out of the way places, going 
off on their own and seeking 
some touchy-feely New-Agey, 
undependable gratification 
that rabbis simply can't ap
prove of or control.

Since I'm not a rabbi, and 
since I already know that no 
one can control an interaction 
with God except God, I have 
no problems raising spiritual 
awareness. That's what I set 
out to do at Brandeis-Bardin.

First, I set up a semi-circle 
of chairs about eight feet away 
from where I would be stand
ing with my back to huge win
dows overlooking the wind- 
whipped trees that decorate 
the Simi Valley campus. As 
the women came in, I encour
aged those who could to sit on 
the floor inside the semi-circle, 
rather than setting up more 
chairs behind the row I had set

place ourselves far frorn tl 
center. We don't sit in the fii

up. "In many ways," I told 
them, "spirituality says.

'Come closer.' We want to 
the 

first
row at the synagogue; we 
want to stay back, to remain 
detached. Spirituality wants 
more from us than that."

Then I told them a story 
that has become very precious 
to me. It grew out of the 
United Synagogue Confer
ence on Spirituality, of which 
I was four times privileged to 
be a facilitator. At the very end 
of a participatory workshop I 
was conducting on spiritual 
experiences, I asked if anyone 
would like to say anything 
else. A man who hadn't spo
ken at all before tentatively 
raised his hand. "Icame to this 
workshop thinking I had 
never had a spiritual experi
ence," he said. "But now, I've 
got something I want to say. 
In my congregation on the 
High Holy Days, I was given 
the honor of being hagbah 
(the person who lifts the To
rah after it's been read). The 
Torah they were using was the 
biggest, heaviest one we had, 
and I was terrified that I'd 
drop it. So when the time 
came for me to lift it, I braced 
myself to handle its weight. 
But the Torah had no weight 
at all. It flew upwards in my 
hands, and I had to haul it 
back down. Do you think that

was a spiritual experience?"
We all did.
But spiritual experiences 

come in lots of shapes and 
sizes, inspired by nature or 
deep emotion, by a sense of 
the mysterious hiding within 
the everyday, by music, an 
unexpected recollection, a co
incidence. For some — but not 
me — meditation is a key. For 
others, it can be prayer. What
ever calls us to come closer to 
the center, I told the Women's 
Division volunteer board, it is 
our job to notice that some
thing is going on, to pay atten
tion to the abrupt, sometimes 
momentary, change in the 
way we encounter the world 
around us.

One of my friends calls her
self the least spiritual person 
in the world, and yet she de
scribed thoughtfully her reac
tion to arriving on muleback 
at the bottom of the Grand 
Canyon. "I had to say a 
brakha,"she says with a rueful 
grin. "It just got pulled out of 
me."

Another friend who main
tains he is an agnostic, plain 
and simple, tells of the time he 
was racing a car and saw two 
other cars crash right in front 
of him. "All my life. I'd been 
trained to steer around this 
kind of emergency," he says to 
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What I Have To Say

Surprise! United Nations condemnations
By ARLENE PECK

Is there any wonder that 
Jewish people sometimes get 
a little touchy and hostile? 
Maybe we're just apprehen
sive or downright saddened

r\

by what we perceive as the 
worlds flagrant double stan
dard and anti-Semitic actions

against Israel. I've figured it 
out. We gave the world Jesus, 
the concept of good and evil, 
the Bible and The Ten Com
mandments and they've 
never forgiven us for it.

There is continued vio
lence from Arabic terror at
tacks. Living here is like wait
ing for the other shoe to drop. 
You know there will be some
thing but just not where and 
when. However, the violence 
and open animosity among 
the Jews that was so common 
during the Rabin and Peres 
tenure is no longer there. We 
have become united in our

DISTANCE
LEARNING

HKYI'

pertus Institute of 
Jewish Studies, a 70- 
' year-old institution of 

Jewish learning accredited by 
the North Central Association 
of Schools and Colleges, 
offers you the following dis
tance learning degrees:

• DOCTOR OF JEWSH STUDIES

- MASTER OF SCIENCE IN JEWISH STUDIES

EARN YOUR JUDAICA DEGREE 
OFF-CAMPUS. CHICAGO RESI
DENCY NOT REQUIRED.
For more information 
Call 888/322-1769 
Fax 312/922-6406

or write
Lisa Burnstein at

SPERTUS COLLEGE

618 South Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60605

utsa 'i i/l ,M\i>o*na .rtRXJ d\ .6 tuo&i iuyut. huGcrAi .nA,

tragedies. That duo did man
age. to accomplish their self- 
serving goals. But folks, it's 
not peace that they brought 
into the area with their visions 
of their 'new middle east. It 
was replaced, I think, with an 
apprehensive and depressed 
feeling of tremendous loss.

In addition, until recently 
there has also been a sort of a 
shocked dullness by the lack 
of leadership which had been 
offered by BiBi Neytanhau. A 
man who came into office 
with such high hopes for the 
future. He was been caught in 
the middle and until lately, 
was pleasing nobody. Not the 
left, nor the right. Unfortu
nately, he was apparently ca
pitulating to the demands of 
the Arab terrorist. It wasn't 
until I interviewed past Prime 
Minister, Yitzhak Shamir that 
I realized that he was also dis
appointed. I expected Mr. 
Shamir to tell me during our 
interview that there was a rea
son that Neytanhau, the man 
who he had supported as his 
predecessor in the Likud, was 
acting so weak and impotent. 
But, he didn't. I walked away 
from our meeting with the 
feeling that Mr. Shamir was 
just as puzzled by the present 
government's negative ac
tions as I was. BiBi was going 
to continue the policy of Rabin 
and Peres and there didn't 
seem to be anyone able to stop 
it.

Maybe I should just stop 
watching television. I wasn't 
able to watch the international 
news in California as I am in 
Israel. It's probably just as 
well. Each time I turn on the 
European and middle east 
versions of CNN or British 
BBC, or any of the other sta
tions, I'm bombarded with 
programs that are obviously 
biased against Israel and with
out question, anti-Semitic, 
with CNN leading the list. 
Daily, we are bombarded with 
'news specials' against Israel 
which are cleverly written in 
such a way that they present 
key words, or phrases to 
prove their biased point.

For instance, how many 
times have you heard, " The 
Jewish settlements, continue 
to be built in Arab East Jerusa
lem, on Arab owned land and 
are pushing the Arabs out of 
their land and shattering the 
fragile peace process." Folks, 
there is no Arab East Jerusa
lem. There is however, a Jew- 
..tyLcns s ) j mw ).

ish country of Israel with it's 
capital of Jerusalem. In this 
capital, which is under Jewish 
control and has been the capi
tal of the Jewish people for 
three thousand years, they 
should be entitled to build 
wherever they please. Har

Weintrob
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ably unaware what El Shaffi 
and the PLO mean by "all the 
occupied territories." They 
mean all of Israel. Arafat has 
shown the PLO perspective 
with the map of the region 
that hangs in his office. It has 
one name on it: Palestine. 
There is no Israel in the PLO 
office.

Eban, blind and deaf to the 
reality that exists around him, 
believes the pronouncements 
of the PA office to the West
ern media. I might suggest 
that he tune into some local 
stations to hear a sampling of 
the PLO's true goals. For ex
ample, broadcast on the Voice 
of Palestine from the Al-Aksa 
mosque on Friday, Sept. 12, 
1997, was this prayer sermon 
by Arafat appointee. Mufti 
Ikrama Sabri: "The strategic 
covenant between Zionism 
and the Crusaders is a satanic 
alliance hostile to Islam and 
the Muslims and we expect no 
good from it....O Allah, de
stroy America, her agents and 
allies! Allah, raise the flag of 
Islam over the Al-Aksa 
mosque, Jerusalem and Pales
tine..."

In an earlier speech on July 
11, also broadcast over the 
Voice of Palestine, Sabri had 
also called for the destruction 
of America. "Oh Allah, de
stroy America, for she is ruled 
by Zionist Jews....The Mus
lims say ...to all the infidel 
nations that Jerusalem is Arab. 
We shall not respect any one 
else's wishes regarding her. 
....The homes the Jews are 
building will become Arab 
property, with Allah's help. 
...Allah shall take revenge on 
behalf of his prophet against 
the colonist settlers who are 
sons of monkeys and pigs."

The Israeli government is 
well aware of the many simi
lar statements that emanate 
from PA representatives. 
Within this context, one un
derstands better what PA 
Minister Hanan Ashwari 
means when she states that

iiOio U ,hoxiQ

Homa is only a predominately 
Jewish neighborhood being 
built in order to alleviate a se
rious housing problem for the 
residents of the Jewish nation. 
All of Jerusalem is Jewish 
land. It is a sovereign country 

Continued on page 30

Jews living in Hebron " are a 
visible and complete expres
sion of injustice." It is a "griev
ance" to have Jews live among 
them. Ashwari calls for segre
gation and Sabri for the de
struction of Israel and 
America, yet Eban asks Jews 
to place their trust in the or
ganization these individuals 
represent.

PBS portrays Israel under 
Likud as the bully of the 
neighborhood. Using the 
same line as PLO propagan
dists, Eban blames several ter
rorist attacks on Likud "open
ing a tunnel near the Dome of 
the Rock." Eban knows that 
the tunnel had been peace
fully opened 10 years before. 
The opening of a second exit 
for safety and convenience 
was hardly an excuse for ter
ror — and it should never be 
accepted as one.

Like much of the Western 
media, PBS scapegoats Likud 
and religious Jews. In this pro
gram, PBS has gone beyond 
dirty politics: it has harmed 
Israel by presenting propa
ganda as fact and Jews with 
diverse points of view as the 
enemy. To assure an even
sided presentation, PBS 
should have allowed two 
moderators, one Likud and 
one Labor, to jointly chair the 
program. Those of us who 
care about Israel should in
form PBS that we will not fi
nancially support them when 
they present biased, anti-Is
rael programming. We should 
challenge them to produce 
programming that is impartial 
and honest.

Abba Eban's failing de
rives from his belief that he 
can cure social ills and politi
cal crises with good manners 
and smooth presentations. 
Finding solutions that prevent 
terror and safeguard security 
should be paramount for 
Israel's leaders.

Catering to capricious 
world opinion is no way to 
run a government—or to pro- 
duce a documentary.
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Blecker
Continued from page 25 

me earnestly, "but I heard a 
voice telling me not to do it. 
So 1 went against every in
stinct I had and kept going 
right toward the crash. The 
two cars bounced off one an
other and opened up the cen
ter of the track. If I'd turned 
either way to avoid the crash, 
one of the cars would have 
slammed right into me."

The women at Brandeis- 
Bardin began to offer their 
own, hesitant stories, each one 
prefaced by a shamefaced "I 
don't know if this is really a 
spiritual experience, but... " 
They told, as do most tenta
tive novice explorers, the most 
wonderful tales, including a 
shabbos at Yosemite when the 
power went out to an encoun
ter with a beloved, deceased 
grandmother in the throes of 
childbirth. I saw the women 
begin to recognize that there 
was a possibility that this 
mysterious thing called spiri
tuality could come, unrecog
nized, upon them and pass

away unremarked, until now.
They asked some of the 

usual — but never easy — 
questions. "Can I be spiritual 
if I don't believe in God?" "My 
son objects to the High Holy 
Day services. He says if we're 
going to pray, we can pray just 
as well at the seashore. What 
do I say to him?" "Isn't it 
scary, to try to get closer to 
something so powerful?

The first question I answer, 
"Of course you can be spiri
tual. Spirituality does not 
have to be God-centered, 
though mine is. Some of the 
strongest spiritual techniques 
have been perfected by the 
Buddhists, and Buddhism has 
no central diety. But I do be
lieve that spirituality has to be 
soul-centered. I've heard a lot 
of people tell me that they 
don't believe in God, but no 
one has yet told me that they 
don't believe they have a 
soul." The Jewish neshama 
(soul) is very strong, I think, 
perhaps because God knew it

‘Jews in Small Towns’ 
intrigues small towner
By CLAIRE METZGER 

]ews in Small Towns by 
Howard V. Epstein intrigued 
me since I am certainly one of 
the very, very few of my co
religionists in my town. Our 
temple, 15 miles away in Ster
ling, IL, from little Dixon, is 
the only place where I hear the 
word "Jew," which perhaps is 
just as well. At the Senior Cen
ter, where my husband, Jew
ish of course, and I, sometimes 
have our lunch, and help with 
activities for seniors, my hus
band always comes a little 
late, to pass up the grace be
fore lunch, which is made in 
the name of Jesus by one of the 
other lunchers.

In the Dixon Woman's 
Club, which I joined 30 years 
ago when I married and ac
cepted a position here as a 
"health educator" at the 
Dixon Development Center, 
the Christian holidays are cel
ebrated with Christ's name 
before the activities of the af
ternoon meetings begin. The 
former president, knowing 
my feelings, has dbne nice 
things for me — purchased 
Hanukkah wrapping paper 
for me, and even sent me New 
Year cards, bless her! But for 
the most part, except for ac
tivities at the temple, the town 
(some 14,000) celebrate their 
own God. The few Jewish

people in Dixon are ill and 
cannot travel to our temple, 
are "too busy" or find another 
excuse. So we represent 
Dixon.

Our rabbis come at the 
time they choose for services, 
which can be any Fridays con
venient for them. And yet, 
they do come on occasion, es
pecially our High Holidays.

Rabbi David Weiss, in par
ticular, deserves credit, for 
driving out, which he has 
done through bad weather 
and better. And the way he 
blew the ram's horn was mag
nificent. Our little singer with 
the lovely soprano voice 
rounds out the joys of the 
High Holidays for me and the 
local group.

So I am looking forward to 
reading Jews in Small Towns by 
Howard V. Epstein, who has 
interviewed some 140 persons 
in small towns through North 
America, and wrote their oral 
histories. Maybe I'll get a few 
ideas from this gentleman 
who holds the title of chair
person emeritus from Georgia 
State University in Atlanta, 
where he chaired the depart
ment of social work. I'm open
ing the book right now!

Claire Metzger may be 
reached at 832 N. Brinton Ave., 
Dixon, II61021

would have to be.
To answer the second ques

tion, I usually describe what I 
believe to be my own relation
ship with Judaism. Like any 
other relationship, I say, it is a 
matter of give and take. I ex
pect to get certain things that 
I need from Judaism, and so 
I'm prepared to give to Juda
ism certain things that it 
needs. One of those things is 
my presence at services, being 
part of the community at 
times when it's important to 
the community as well as at 
times when it's important to 
me.

The third question I got 
asked, the one about being 
frightened, I answer differ
ently almost every time I'm 
asked it. To the women at 
Brandeis-Bardin, I said, "Yes, 
it's scary. Because once you 
start, you have to change And 
we all hate to change. It's 
scary because, like Moses, you 
have to take off your shoes, 
and press the holy ground 
with your bare flesh."

Two of the organizers of 
the retreat told me later that, 
after I had left, the women 
kept referring back to the 
things I'd said and kept tell
ing each other more stories of 
the times that, it now occurred 
to them, they were able to 
touch a different world — 
larger, deeper, less accessible 
than their normal one.

It gives me hope to hear 
such things. Because I believe 
that part of Jewish survival 
must be to define our non-Or- 
thodox Judaism broadly 
enough to hold on to those of 
us who do believe in God 
along with those who don't. 
We must not be afraid to come 
closer — and we must invite 
others to come along with us, 
toward the center.

Hofmann
Continued from page 23 

head until she was folded 
neatly in half, her tall and 
slender physique a near tri
angle of perfection.

Then we stubbier yogis 
gave it a whirl. It's just as well 
I was a participant rather than 
an observer. The very thought 
of the ten of us viewed from a 
posterior angle in a rolling 
and wobbling (in every way) 
attempt at a Plow induces dis
tress. Several Plows did, in 
fact, bite the dust. None re
mained motionless. Our at
tempt was mercifully brief.

Before next month I have to 
memorize Asher Yatzar, the 
blessing for the body. I'm 
afraid it won't be enough.

Herschaft
Continued from page 23

Asked if Jonathan Pollard would soon see freedom, he 
bleakly replied, "No. I spoke to Netanyahu and other Israelis 
who paointed at American Jewish organizations and American 
Jews who have not supported Pollard. I spoke to President 
Qinton and did not see any future change here. As Pollard's 
attorney, I appealed to the courts. Judge Ruth Bader Ginsberg 
on a past Rosh Hashanah turned down our appeal."

On another disappointment, Dershowitz recalled how he 
(Charney too) fought for Soviet Jewry's release. Dershowitz had 
advanced the case of Scharansky who is now Trade Commis
sioner in Israel. "I went to him and asked that the plight of 
15,000 Ethiopian Jews who are clamoring for entrance to Israel 
be assisted by him to enter." There was no promise, ail that 
Scharansky said was "I'll look into it."

Dershowitz is the author of a second book on Judaism titled 
The Vanishing Jew. The first was Chutzpah. In reply to a query, he 
enumerated the houses of worship he is affiliated with: in Boro 
Park, an ultra-Orthodox, in Connecticut, a Reform, in Martha's 
Vineyard area, a Conservative one.

"My young daughter is affiliated with a Reconstructonist 
synagogue which she attends and participates in youngsters' 
programs." The Dershowitz family touches all Judaic bases. He 
added that if he lived where Rabbi Sherwin Wine's unreligious 
synagogue is, he'd affiliate there.

He opined that Orthodox Jewry is the one authentic branch 
that will outlive the other branches. He believes that education 
of the children in Judaism is vital and most in need of funding. 
He endorses welcoming non-Jewish spouses into synagogue 
life, in friendship and warmth.

Dershowitz inserted Dr. Mordecai Kaplan with Dr. 
Sobvechic as the great theologians of our time.

Dershowitz said that he was devastated when "I heard that 
an ultra-Orthodox Jew, a student of Bar Ilan U., had assassi
nated Prime Minister Rabin." The 20-year-old youth was a com
mitted member of the extreme political right group at the same 
time he was a religious zealot, said Dershowitz, who stretched 
out of control religious commandments. "Thou shall not kill, 
was waived by him to save his nation."

Since Prime Minister Netanyahu's high position in the gov
ernment was dependent on a coalition of parties that harbored 
the same sentiments, he walked a tightrope careful not to of
fend its critics while exercising his own right of decision, both 
offered.

There was talk, too, of Netanyahu's womanizing which led 
his very Orthodox wife, Sara, to issue what they termed "a post
nuptial agreetment" wherein Sara would accompany her hus
band on his travels abroad.

A key discussion focused on Jews' propensity to fight with 
each other when there were no more "enemies, anti-Semites" 
to combat. It takes only one breakthrough to open the gates of 
understanding, Charney offered. He recalled that Jackie 
Robinson's entrance as the first black in major league baseball 
to knock down the door of prejudice.

That ignited the question of who was the Jewish counter
part in religion. Dershowitz without hesitation supplied the 
answer in a passionate response: the late Shlomo Carlebach, 
rabbi, composer, religious folk-singer (and devoted husband 
and dad, our note).

Dershowitz: "Carlebach died suddenly at age 69. He was 
welcomed around the globe. But most meaningful that he, an 
Orthodox figure of music, performed in Conservative syna
gogue, performed in Reform temples, performed in 
Reconstructionist houses of worship." (He was a star folk singer 
lacing the holy scripture's words in a joyous, inimitable man
ner that made him a winner. And a "unifier" making Jewish 
religious identity irrelevant as the man and his contribution 
were welcomed in all circles globally.

The Carlebach Shul on the Westside Side of Manhattan drew 
youth, young adults, seniors, including the young and the older 
ladies, to frequently standing room only. All the holidays rang 
out even when Carlebach disciples led on those times when 
Shlomo was on a tour.

With his sudden death, his family immediately took over 
his performer status, displaying a true Carlebach flair. It in
cluded his wife and the daughter who had inherited his special 
talent.

Shlomo's religious barrier breaking, as Dershowitz said, may 
be his greatest legacy.

Jean Herschaft may be reached at 76 Exeter, Brooklyn, NY 11235.
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brilliant young Jewish law
yers, including Sam Klaus, 
Orvis Schmidt, James Mann, 
and Seymour Rubin, labeled 
the Crusaders, who created 
Operation Safehaven, a plan 
finally to afford protection to 
the properties which Hitler's 
victims had naively entrusted 
to the Swiss.

Some Nazi Gold highlights:
In 1942 thousands of refu

gees fleeing a Nazi roundup 
of Jews in occupied France 
crossed the border into Swit
zerland seeking asylum but 
were forcibly pushed back to 
the waiting Gestapo by the 
Swiss police. Virtually all of 
them were immediately 
shipped to concentration 
camps.

During the war, thousands 
of Swiss willingly worked 
undercover for the German 
secret service and the Nazis.

The supposedly neutral 
Swiss allowed the German 
troop trains, guns, armor, and 
military supplies to use Swiss 
rail lines enroute to Italy to 
fight the Allies.

The Swiss accepted for de
posit without question bullion 
looted by Germany from the 
treasuries of Austria, Czecho
slovakia, Poland, Denmark, 
and Holland —countries that

they had conquered. The 
Swedes and the Portuguese, 
also neutrals, refused to ac
cept the looted gold.

As it became clear that the 
Allies were probably going to 
win the war, two prominent 
Swiss banks cooperated with 
the German Nazis in a plan to 
establish funds that could be 
used after the war to rebuild 
the Nazi Party.

Swiss life insurance com
panies surrendered the life 
insurance policies of many 
Jews to the Nazis during the 
war.

Nazi Gold is a tough read. 
With machine-gun precision, 
it spits out incident after inci
dent from 1945 to the present 
the unholy litany of the Swiss 
cooperation with the Nazis. 
It's hard enough to take the 
disillusionment which flows 
from exposure to the business- 
as-usual attitude of a Swiss fi
nancial and political leader
ship unable to grasp the moral 
issues raised by their betrayal 
of Jews who trusted them as a 
safehaven for their worldly 
possessions. How much more 
painful it is to accept the real
ity that, for most of Europe 
during and after World War II, 
the agony of the Jews was at 
best irrelevant and at worst 
deserved.

Silver
Continued from page 19 

the programs were in English, 
as was a brochure distributed 
to those who attended, but 
many Yiddish songs and pre
sentations were included.

Participants and leaders in 
the programs came from Eu
rope, Israel and many cities in 
the United States and in the 
Dominion. In the Forward, S. 
Simchavitch, who was one of 
the speakers, writes that many 
who attended the gatherings 
discovered for the first time 
what a cultural wealth 
Ashkenazic people have cre
ated.

Clogged roads, courts

In one column, K. Shor, of 
the Forward discusses two 
scarcities in Israel. One is the 
shortage of space for vehicles 
in Tel Aviv, to which a million 
autos come daily. So a clamor 
has gone up for the construc
tion of a subway. But that 
would cost $7 billion. People 
outside of Tel Aviv, complain 
that it wouldn't be fair for all 
Israelis to have to provide for 
the comfort of the residents of 
one city. So the subway pro
posal has been stalled. There's 
also a shortage of judges, ac
cording to Aaron Barak, the 
country's chief justice. Cases 
are backed up for years, and

Bridging the past 
and the present...

For more information about our One Year, Semester, Summer, or 
Degree Programs for Overseas Students, please contact our 

Office of Academic Affairs, Bar-llan University 
91 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10003 

(212)337-1286 • (888) BIUYEAR (248-9327) 
toblu@ldt.net
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the country urgently needs 
400 new judges. But that 
would involve the outlay of 
millions. Once again, there's a 
stalemate.

Black heads shul

A first? A black American, 
Rodney Sampson, was elected 
president of a synagogue: the 
Arlington-Fairfax Jewish Con
gregation (Conservative). A 
native of Cherry Hill, N.J., a 
graduate of the Air Force 
Academy in Colorado, 
Sampson converted to Juda
ism six years ago. His rabbi, 
Marvin Bosch, praised the 
new president, who is 34. He's 
married to Susan, with whom 
he has had two children: the 
youngest experienced his brit 
one day before his father was 
installed.

In the Forward, Herman 
Taube writes he's heard of an
other Negro who was elected 
president or a board member 
of a Reform synagogue in Ver-

Lurid
Continued from page 20 

was even a bit of a gossip. He 
was, as you have seen, an in
telligent animal, and he kept 
his eyes open even at night. I 
suppose he had a lot to talk 
about.

Usually he came home af
ter an hour or two. My mother 
would hear him scratching on 
the door and let him in. One 
night there was no scratching 
and no Taryag. We missed 
him terribly and kept hoping 
that he would find his way 
back to us. Yet Taryag was not 
a cat to get lost. After enough 
time had gone by, we knew 
that Taryag had deserted us. 
But why?
»imu uui aiiawd a lev

weeks later. My mother had ; 
question of kashrut to ask o 
the rabbi about a meat po 
which had been spatteret 
with butter from a frying pan 
The rabbi lived a half mill 
away, and my mother took mi 
along for company.

While the rabbi was pon 
dering my mother's question 
my attention was attracted t< 
a cat which lay in a ball on thi 
rebbitzin's rocking chair. / 
black cat with a white face 
Joyfully I cried, "It's Taryag 
We found Taryag!"

I picked Taryag up an< 
cuddled him in my arms, 
stroked his fur and called hi 
name. I tried to get him to pla; 
with a marble as he used ti 
do. It was no use. He didn' 
scratch me or go phtt — re

mont. He's not sure. But he 
does report that the Jewish 
Center of Fairfax County has 
learned that the county num
bers 60,000 Jews. A sharp in
crease over the course of sev
eral years. The county also 
boasts 15 synagogues.

Nonviolent justice

With all the turmoil in Is
rael, it's forgotten that thou
sands of Arabs live normal 
lives in the Jewish state. An 
item in the Forward reveals 
something of that integration. 
In Jaffa, an Arab mother sent 
her child to a government-run 
kindergarten. The school re
fused to admit the youngster 
on the grounds that it is teach
ing the pupils good Hebrew, 
and an Arab child's language 
would distract them. The 
mother appealed and a court 
ruled against the school. The 
child was admitted. (K. Shor, 
in the Forward).

member, he was a peace-lov
ing cat — but he looked an
noyed, as if he wished I would 
leave him alone. The first 
chance he got he jumped back 
on the rocking chair, closed his 
eyes and made believe he had 
never known me.

Luckily the rabbi had been 
so busy with his kashrut prob
lem he hadn't yet found out 
Taryag's secret. He peered 
over the top of his glasses and 
asked curiously, "What's all 
this fuqp over a cat?" He was 
willing to let us have Taryag 
back, but my mother wouldn't 
have him. I begged and 
pleaded, but I couldn't change 
her mind.

All the way home my 
mother was tight-lipped. But 
looking down at Taryag's fa
miliar nook near the stove, she 
suddenly blurted out, "Our 
house wasn't religio'us 
enough for him. Nothing 
would do for him but a rabbi's 
house. Let the cat stay there."

Miserable as I was over los
ing him, I had to admit after a 
time that Taryag had done the 
right thing. After all, he had 
been brought up in a syna
gogue. A cat with a dream of 
carrying out all 613 mitzvot
needed all the help a rabbi 
could give him. Even so, as 
everyone knows, a cat has 
nine lives.

Yaacov Luria may be reached 
at 3450 Third Ave., Apt. 302, 
San Diego, CA 92103.
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Whose Halachah 
do we follow?

Dear editor.
Fellow former Orthodox, 

present Conservatives, who 
sometimes feel guilty about 
joining with Reform, or with 
our own changes, attitudes, 
efforts for recognition.

The mouthings of our Or
thodox opponents are driving 
me to the arms of Reform, to 
the leftwingers in our own 
movement, and to the secular
ists in Israel.

Did you hear the latest 
pout from Minister Neeman, 
who in his frustration at not 
arriving at a compromise, 
comes out with the old worn- 
out accusation against Reform 
that it was against Zionism a 
hundred years ago. He forgets 
that 90 percent of Orthodoxy 
was against Zionism then, and 
about 50 percent are still op
posed to Zionism today.

Did you hear this latest? 
Haaretz reports that 27 per
cent of religious youth in Is
rael thinks it was proper to kill 
Rabin.

Rabbi Lau thinks if not for 
Conservative and Reform 
there would now be 30 million 
Jews in the United States. I 
would like to ask him why in 
the State of Israel, where for 
fifty years, Conservative and 
Reform were miniscule, there 
are not more Jews, and more 
religious Jews than there are?

Neeman, Lau, and all the 
Orthodox defenders of the 
faith, drag out the term 
"Halakhah" as a shield behind 
which they hide their inabil
ity to produce a viable Juda
ism for Israel or the Diaspora,

and also as an offensive 
weapon with which to attack 
us apikorsim, meshumadim, 
worse than secularists, Chris
tians and all forms of non-or
thodoxy.

Notice they do not use the 
word "Torah" or "God" but 
"Halakhah." Why? Have they 
given up on Agadah? On 
Midrash? On God? Is 
Halakhah supposed to 
squelch all discussion, seal all 
debate and always grant Or
thodoxy the final say?

Let's lay the Halachic cards 
on the table. Let's stop spar
ring with cliches, such as Plu
ralism, Unity, Separation of 
state and religion, religious 
compulsion, Democracy, and 
ask the honest question: 
Which Halakhah are we talk
ing about?

Is Halakhah davening 
three times a day, eating ko
sher, observing the laws of 
Mikveh, not shaking hands 
with women, not allowing a 
woman to wear a tallis? Is 
Halakhah only the nice things 
such as Shabbat candles, 
Seudah Shlishit, Teshuva, 
Tzedaka, or are there areas of 
Halakhah, on the books, un
changed by the Orthodox or 
the non-Orthodox, that are 
immoral, inhuman, outra
geous, but not posing any 
problem, presumably, either 
because they are assumed to 
be obsolescent, rarely come 
up, or not realistic for the near 
future?

Here is my list, and you are 
welcome to add to it. And the 
Orthodox are welcome to say, 
once and for all, whether they 
have given up these outrages, 
or if they were given total au
thority by the voters in Israel

for a State of Halakhah, would 
they apply these parts of 
Halakhah, or not?

1. A Kohen may not marry 
a Giyoret because she is as
sumed to have been a Zonah 
before her conversion. I re
cently published an article in 
the Jerusalem Post about this, 
and it appeared in the inter
national edition, and a Giyoret 
in the States wrote me she was 
in shock about it.

2. The wife of a Kohen who 
is raped may not continue to 
be his wife, because even rape 
classifies her as Zonah.

3. Yibum is not allowed to
day, but the brother must still 
have his shoe removed and 
his sister-in-law who has been 
widowed, spits in his pres
ence, to express contempt for 
his refusal to build up his 
brother's house, even though 
he is not allowed to do so.

4. Halakhah demands the 
election of a King.

5. Halakhah demands re
building the Temple and 
reinstitution of Sacrifices.

6. Halakhah demands the 
killing of the Mosur and the 
Rodef.

It is on this basis that the 
above mentioned 27 percent 
of Israeli religious youth con
sider the act of Yigal Amir not 
only as Halachically valid, but 
as Halachically demanded.

7. Halakhah demands the 
rule of Halakhah through a 
Sanhedrim, not the rule of a 
Knesset elected by the people, 
and open to non-Orthodox 
Jews as members of it. Ten 
years ago Rabbi Peretz of Shas 
said that in a State of 
Halakhah the Knesset would 
not be necessary.

8. Halakhah demands the

Do you know (who’s who?
• The Mystery Person is another one of those \
Baltimoreans that seem to want to dominate \
American Jewish organizations. ^
• The Mystery Person is president of a national ^
Jewish organization.
• The Mystery Person is about to be elected 
president of a national Jewish organization.

\
n

All Mystery Persons are limited to North American Jews. Winners of the Mystery Person contest will 
receive a two-month subscription, the equivalent of $8 if not a subscriber, or, if a subscriber, a two- 
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rights of divorce to be in the 
hands of the husband, and the 
wife remains an Agunah as 
long as she cannot prove her 
husband's death or get a get 
from him.

9. The Shulchan Arukh still 
has a secion on Hilkhot 
Avadim.

Is this section obsolete, still 
valid, or what?

10. Halakhah demands the 
bringing down of the 
Apikores (not only the Con-

Krupnick
Continued from page 22 

with two witnesses of the 
Chief Rabbinate. Conversions 
could be made with the par
ticipation of a Reform or Con
servative rabbi together with 
a Rabbinate representative. A 
single institute for conversion 
studies would be set up and 
managed by the Jewish 
Agency. The Reform and Con
servative accepted the pat
tern, having achieved their 
goal of recognition, buCthe 
Orthodox hesitated, insisting 
on more reservations. In the 
dominating National Reli
gious Party, Knesset leader 
Rabbi Hanan Porat, Ministers 
Hammer and Levy favored 
continued negotiations lead
ing to an agreement in the 
spirit of Halacha. Suddenly a 
delegation of 15 Reform and 
Conservative representatives 
swept in upon Israel with 
threats that unless Reform and 
Conservative rabbis and 
members be recognized im
mediately, funds would be cut 
off from Israel and even 
Americans would be against 
Israel including the Congress 
and President Clinton.

They ordered the local Re
form and Conservative to ap
peal to the Supreme Court 
immediately. Ne'eman's reac
tion was: "This is the most 
damaging decision by Jews 
since the destruction of the 
Second Temple." Minister 
Zevulun Hammer immedi
ately prepared to present two 
law proposals to the Knesset. 
From all sides came the cry 
against the usurpers, who 
were accused of combining 
with the opposition in orcier 
to topple the government. 
Others accused the Reform 
and Conservative in using the 
occasion for a battle in order 
to strengthen their positions in 
the United States. In any case 
the battle lines were drawn. 
Suddenly with some local 
presidential influence, the at

servative and Reform) to the 
pit, and the removal of the lad
der so that he stays in the pit. 
If he asks for the ladder, you 
tell him that you need it to get 
your child down from the tree 

I am ready to provide the 
sources in the texts of 
Halakhah for these Halakhic 
gems, if anyone doubts their 
plausibility.

It is time to stop apologiz
ing for Reform opposition to 

Continued on next page

mosphere changed and the 
Ne'eman committee given 
authority to continue working 
towards an acceptable solu
tion.

Meanwhile we had an op
portunity to hear a number of 
serious reactions to the entire 
process. Typical was the state
ment of Knesset Member 
Avner Shaki: "How can I pos
sibly call a person a rabbi who 
eats pig meat; who performs 
joint marriage ceremonies 
with a priest in a church on 
Shabbat; who marries off two 
lesbians or homosexuals? Is 
that Judaism? Can I trust 
him?"

Similar arguments by the 
Rabbinate pose serious ques
tions. We think back of years 
gone by when we and other 
college and yeshiva students 
taught Sunday school in Re
form Temples. Our brother 
taught at Temple Sholom in 
Chicago. The rabbi was Louis 
Binstock, vice chairman of the 
anti-Zionist Council for Juda
ism, who invited the staff to 
his home; and on his table was 
a shiny Virginia ham. We re
call our brief visit to Temple 
Emanuel on fifth Avenue, 
New York on shabbat morn
ing/wearing a small kippah. 
An usher approached us and 
ordered: "Please remove your 
head covering or leave." We 
left. We recall Chicago's 
Temple Sinai, with services on 
Sunday only. This temple 100 
years ago had its board vote 
unanimously to donate all its 
Torah scrolls to the Oriental 
Institute of The University of 
Chicago.

Since then the Reform 
movement has come a long 
way. Some ask, "Has it re
ally?" Others ask a similar 
question about the Conserva
tive movement. The diaspora 
is a heavy burden.

Samson Krupnick may be 
reached at 22 Pinsker, Jerusalem 
92228, Israel.
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Whose Halachah 
do we follow?

Continued from prev. page 
Zionism a hundred years ago, 
and for Conservative changes 
in Haiakhah, and to challenge 
the Orthodox either to adopt 
the process of change them
selves, or admit that they are 
prepared to apply the un
pleasant and embarrassing 
aspects of Haiakhah, as well 
as its beautiful, moral and 
uplifting parts.
Jacob Chinitz

Reader rebukes 
Herrmann, Peck

Dear editor.
When attacking homo

sexuals (letter, Sept. 10), Klaus 
J. Herrmann reveals only his 
bigotry and his backward
ness. He seems never to have 
heard the saying "live and let 
live." For his information, 
some people like apples, some 
like oranges, some like both, 
and some like neither. What 
business is it of his what they 
like? The consensus is grow
ing that sexual orientation and 
how people lead their private 
lives are not public concerns.

Bigots inevitably paint the 
devil blacker than he is. Mr. 
Herrmann is presumably too 
engrossed in his anger and 
scorn ever to have time to 
make friends with some same- 
gender couples. Has he ever 
visited a gay house of wor
ship, a gay school, or a gay 
service organization? Has he 
ever met an openly gay rabbi 
or an openly gay cantor?

My grandson (a professor 
of surgery at an Ivy League 
school) and his companion (a 
professor of law at the same 
school) have enjoyed a mo
nogamous, committed, happy 
and rewarding relationship 
for 11 years. They are now 
adopting a baby with AIDS 
who was abandoned by het
erosexual parents and whom 
no heterosexual couple could 
be found to take.

No, all you people with 
dirty minds, it's not a boy my 
grandson and grandson-in
law are adopting in order to 
have sex with, but a girl, 
whom they love out of pure 
altruism.

If only bigots like Mr. 
Herrmann were willing to re
move their blinders and judge 
people without preconcep
tions, they might be amazed 
at the discoveries. Miss Peck, 
your other resident homo
phobe, would do well to ac
company Mr. Herrmann on 
that journey of discovery and 
self-discovery.

Has it ever occurred to Mr. 
Herrmann and Miss Peck that 
they probably admire and re
spect certain peole who are 
closet homosexuals? If those 
people in the closet came out 
to them, would they stop ad
miring and respecting them?

Has it ever occurred to Mr. 
Herrmann and Miss Peck that 
they probably have at least 
one close relative who is a 
closet homosexual? If that 
relative came out to them, 
would their love, admiration, 
and respect cease?

Has it ever occurred to Mr. 
Herrmann and Miss peck that 
immature people like them
selves often try to compensate 
for their sexual frustration, 
their unfulfilled yearning for 
power, or their feeling of infe
riority by bashing people 
something over which they 
have no control (like their 
sexual orientation or the color 
of their skin)?

Mr. Herrmann and Miss 
Peck are as morbid as people 
who despise others because of 
a physical deformity. A piece 
of advice: the mature way of 
dealing with your personal 
problems is not by hating oth
ers gratuitously but by seek
ing professional help to cure 
your own ills.
Sholem-Yankev Abramovitsh 
Society Hill Towers 
Second and Locust Sts. 
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Writer defends 
Moses Mendelsohn

Dear editor,
"The Jewish Post and 

Opinion" published a letter 
"Writer rebuts Klaus Her
rmann" which contains in
correct statements about 
Moses Mendelsohn, the great 
Jewish philosopher and 
fighter for the emancipation 
of the Jews in Europe.

Since the description of 
Moses Mendelsohn is very 
unjust, I ask you the favor to 
publish my letter in defense 
of a man who was a loyal 
and religious Jew and a 
great human being. I think 
that he deserves a defense 
in the Post and Opinion. I 
should appreciate your co
operation.
H.H. Premier 
8659 Brookshire Ln.
Saint Louis, Mo 63132 
Moses Mendelsohn's Loy
alty

The "Jewish Post and 
Opinion" published a letter 
written by Judith and 
Jonathan Levi, New York, 
NY, which contained a re
buttal of Klaus Herrmann. 
They stated that the so- 
called "Classical" Reform is 
almost dead.. I myself

think that the writers are 
right in this respect.

Unfortunately, the writ
ers committed also serious 
errors. They made the incor
rect statement that Moses 
Mendelssohn was the 
founder of Reform Judaism. 
Nothing could be farther 
from the truth.

In his book "Jerusalem" 
Moses Mendelsohn wrote on 
such subjects as religious 
and political tolerance and 
the separation of Church 
and State. Although he 
firmly advocated emancipa
tion and full civil rights, in 
religious respect he re
mained a strictly observant 
Jew. He pleaded with the 
Jews to hold on to their 
"particularism" and to the 
absolute authority of Jewish 
laws and tradition, to the 
law revealed by God. Some 
of Moses Mendelsohn's chil
dren and grandchildren re
jected his teaching after his 
death. That was tragic, but 
it was not his fault. Jews 
and Christians admired the 
"So crated of Berlin" and 
the great poet and writer 
Lessing wrote a play 
"Nathan de Weise"

Peck
Continued from page 26 

which should be able to build 
anywhere they damn well 
choose! Will there continue to 
be emergency sessions from 
the world wide leaders in the 
United Nations every time Is
rael decides to build a shop
ping center or bowling alley?

The press continuously 
portray the Arabs as a poor 
downtrodden people who are 
being oppressed by a modem 
day Goliath, that being, Israel. 
Arafat, that terrorist? The man 
with the lizard face and three 
day beard? He is white 
washed and paraded as a 
peace-loving statesman who's 
long suffering which has been 
caused by the Jews will hope
fully culminate in building a 
state for his people, with 
Jerusalem as it's capital. His 
Hamas buddies are released 
from jail and go on to bomb a 
Tel Aviv restaurant. Somehow, 
it is Israel's fault because they 
pushed the Arabs to the brink 
of irrationality. The evening 
news neglected to show the 
children wearing their Purim 
costumes who were trauma
tized and maimed on the 
evening news. Also interest
ing how everytime that mur
derer Arafat sees fit to tirade 
against Israel he gets full over
age. Yet, Israel's Prime minis
ter is briefly shown and, some 
moronic reporter analyzes 
what they interpret what they 
think he might be saying. Nor, 
did I see on the international

(Nathan and Wise) which 
was a portrait of Moses 
Mendelsohn did more than 
anybody else in his time to 
cause a breach of the ghetto, 
to end the medieval condi
tions and to bring about the 
emancipation of the Jews in 
Europe,

Friedman’s songs 
OK, in their place

Dear editor,
Morton Gold's column of 

Oct. 8, (I usually get my P&O 
two weeks late), seemed to be 
an apology for telling it "as he 
heard it". His earlier column 
reviewing Debbie Friedman's 
CD needs no apology. He 
must have taken a lot of 
"heat" for that critique since 
Ms Friedman has quite a large 
following. But there are those 
of us who think her pop mu
sic may be fine in a concert 
hall but not in a synagogue for 
a religious sevice.

I have attended High Holy 
Day services where Ms.

press show how the Arabs, ten 
thousand strong were having 
a celebration within minutes 
of the announcement of the 
suicide bombing.

The responsibility for ter
rorism lies directly with 
Arafat and the perpetrators 
themselves. The blame also 
lies with the brothers of 
Hamus who support, encour
age, train, recruit, equip, sup
port and organize them.. As 
far as I'm concerned, it also 
lies with irresponsible news 
that exacerbate the situation 
by constantly referring to their 
outrage and frustration which 
somehow justifies their un
speakable actions Better they 
should as vigorously investi
gate the startling news that 
Arafat was well appraised of 
the World Congress Center's 
bombing.

I want to scream when I 
see the foreign news and the 
United Nations promote a 
new country for the Arabs on 
the shoulders of the tiny coun
try of Israel. Jerusalem? A di
vided state? We all know how 
well that worked when they 
tried it in Berlin. I find it amaz
ing how there is chaos and 
mayhem all over the world. 
People are dying daily all over 
in Africa,and Angola and Al
bania is on the verge of civil 
war. No one has however, told 
that to CNN and all they can 
center on, every fifteen min
utes it seems, is Israel.

Whenever, they can por-

Friedman "performed" as 
part of the service and, like 
some others in the congrega
tion, felt that her music 
trivialized the moment. Her 
music is without "neshuma." 
Her monotonous melodies 
sound as liturgical as "Hava 
Negila."

As for Mr. Gold: Keep tell
ing it as you hear it without 
restraint. You're obviously 
qualified to write the excellent 
comment you do. And, not 
only do I look forward to your 
astute comments, but I send 
every one of your columns to 
my son who will be teaching 
a course in Jewish music his
tory at the University of Ari
zona.
Richard B. Vosk 
8221 E. Ocotillo Dr 
Tucson, AZ 85750

&

tray Israel in a bad light, they 
gleefully do. With all the other 
problems in the world right 
now, how does the United 
Nations find the time to meet 
as usual in emergency ses
sions to give a vote against Is
rael? For what? Oh yes, build
ing a housing project in land 
owned by Jews in it's own 
country for both it's Jewish 
and Arab residents. It nause
ates me.

I suppose those that have 
read me for awhile are by now 
aware that I'm not for capitu
lating to the demands coming 
out of Gaza , Cairo or Dam
ascus.

As far as I'm concerned 
the world won't be happy un
til Israel withdraws to the 
1949 armistice lines on all the 
fronts. The world itself, would 
suffer, but it would make 
them happy to see Jerusalem 
cut in half and turning over 
it's veiy heart for the Palestin
ian state.

People weren't concerned 
when Henry Kissinger wrote 
three decades ago that "The 
Americans tend to lean over 
backwards to avoid the con
clusion that the Arabs are vio
lating." It was true then and 
hasn't gotten any better. The 
only thing those terrorist ani
mals understand is strength 
and force. Israel must stay 
strong and not let it's security 
be decided by biased United 
Nations meetings and CNN 
reporters.
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80 Years of Service 
to the Jewish People

Eighty years ago, in the waning days of World War I, a 25-year-old journalist named 
Jacob Landau had a vision.

Landau realized that world Jewry needed a mechanism for transmitting vital 
information about what was happening to Jewish communities in various parts of 
the world. The Jewish people needed its own reliable source of information, so that 
it could keep its leaders informed about important developments of the day and, 
when necessary, motivate the community to action.

And so Landau founded the Jewish Correspondence Bureau, later renamed the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency. It was, in fact, the first news agency that not only 
gathered but also disseminated news in every part of the world.

Eight decades later, JTA continues its distinguished tradition of providing accurate 
reports and informative analysis of issues and developments affecting our people.

► Our DAILY News Bulletin keeps top Jewish leaders and opinion-makers up 
to date on developments in Jerusalem, Washington and Jewish communities 
around the globe.

► Our News and Features service is a primary source of international and 
national stories for over 100 Jewish publications worldwide.

► And through our Internet site, we are reaching thousands of people — young 
and old — and introducing them to a wealth of Jewish information.

To subscribe to JTA by e-mail, fax or mail, call (212) 643-1890, 

or visit our Web site at www.jta.org.

http://www.jta.org
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Swiss/Nazi alliance is exposed
Reviewed by MARJORY ZERiN

Nazi Geld, by Tom Bower. 
New York. Harper/Collins 
Publishers. 1997 381 pp. 
$25.00.

If British investigative jour
nalist Tom Bower's carefully 
documented Nazi Gold 
(HarperCollins, 1997) is to be 
believed, one can infer that, 
both Hitler's war against the 
Western world, and the recon
struction of Europe were sig
nificantly bankrolled with 
Jewish-owned assets stolen by 
the Germans and exploited by 
the Swiss banks, insurance 
companies, and lawyers who 
relied with impunity on Allied 
inaction, if not indifference.

Nazi Gold is a shocking ex
pose of a 50-year conspiracy 
by the Swiss to steal deposits

of European Jews and to help 
German Nazis hide money 
and other assets looted from 
Jewish Holocaust victims. 
Author Tom Bower details in 
full for the first time the des
picable role played by the 
Swiss banks and the Swiss 
government in exploiting 
World War II and the persecu
tion of the Jews to their finan
cial advantage and that of 
their Nazi clients both during 
and after the war.

Based on intensive re
search financed by the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center, Bower de
scribes how Swiss industries 
manufactured and sold mili
tary equipment to the Ger
mans during the war at a sub
stantial profit, then, after the

war, cynically turned away 
survivors and heirs of victims 
of the Holocaust with lies, ob
fuscation, and impossible-to- 
satisfy demands for proof of 
relationship to deceased de
positors.

Bower, a distinguished 
British journalist, author, and 
award-winning BBC docu
mentary producer, brings the 
reader right up to February of 
1997 and President Clinton's 
announcement, with the con
currence of the British and 
French, that looted gold 
seized by the Allies in 1945 
now valued at $68 million will 
be frozen until claims that 
some ingots were manufac
tured from Jewish jewelry and 
dental fillings are given
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proper consideration. He 
chronicles the dramatic turn
around in the attitude of the 
Swiss banks and government 
when Edgar Bronfman, Israel 
Singer and Elan Steinberg of 
the World Jewish Congress 
assume command of the nego
tiations subsequently build
ing an alliance with Sen. 
Alfonse D'Amato of New 
York to flood the media with 
revelations of a half century of 
Swiss misappropriations and 
duplicity.

Bower's account concludes 
with Clinton's charge to 
Undersecretary of Commerce 
Stuart Eizenstadt, U.S. special 
envoy for property restitution 
in Central and Eastern Eu
rope, to conduct an inter
agency search for archival evi
dence against Switzerland. 
With the promise of more em

barrassing revelations about 
Switzerland's nefarious trade 
in looted gold with 
Germany's Reichsbank to be 
compiled by a U.S. historian 
from classified documents 
under the control of 
Eizenstadt, Switzerland's 
frustrated politicians 
crumbled and accepted an in
vitation to negotiate.

Bower offers fascinating 
profiles of a group of dedi
cated Treasury Department 
officials who struggled tire
lessly for many years with the 
blessing of Secretary of the 
Treasury Henry Morgenthau 
but with little support from 
the State Department to get 
the Swiss to release Jewish 
deposits to their rightful own
ers. Previously unheralded 
portraits are provided of those 

Continued on page 28

About Books

By JACK FISCHEL
In time for the holidays is 

Jewish Family and Life: Tradi
tions, Holidays, and Values for 
Today's Parents and Children, by 
Yosef I. Abramowitz and

I
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Rabbi Susan Silverman. Both 
authors are editors of the on
line magazine Jewish Family 
Life. A feature of this impor
tant book is a "Hands-On Ju
daism" section suggesting 
family activities and a section 
of questions and answers 
about special situations. 
Golden Books (this month, 
$25).

A book of unusual interest 
is From Berlin by Armando, 
trans. by Susan Massotty. The 
author is a Dutch artist and 
writer who has lived in Berlin 
since 1979. He has inter
viewed many "witnesses" 
who have continued to be
lieve in the Third Reich, and 
others who have suffered 
from the Nazi era. One 
woman recalls her half-Jewish 
uncle who miraculously man
aged to keep his job, only to 
be threatened with deporta

tion by the Russians at the end 
of the war. Reaktion (Consor
tium, dist.) (this month, 
$18.95).

Next month Harcourt 
Brace will publish The Illus
trated History of the Jewish 
People, edited by Nicholas 
DeLange. The editor is a 
reader in Jewish studies at 
Cambridge University. In his 
preface he has written "that 
recent research has under
lined the distance between the 
real beginnings of the Jewish 
people and the story as re
counted in the Bible." The 
book, therefore, is written 
from the vantage point of the 
late 20th century, incorporat
ing new information derived 
from archaeological findings 
and recent research. ($36).

The author of Madam Sec
retary: A Biography of Madeleine 
Albright, Thomas Blood, dis
misses as unfounded the ru
mors that Albright deliber
ately misrepresented her sur
prise at finding that she had 
Jewish grandparents who per
ished in the Holocaust. The 
biography will be published 
by St. Martin's/Dunne (Nov., 
$24.95).

The 15th and latest Belva 
Plain novel will arrive in 
bookstores in November. It is 
called Homecoming and the 
plot involves Orthodox Jews 
and intermarriage. Delacorte 
($16.25).


